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Improving confidence  
and skills
We are committed to helping our 
students achieve their academic 
potential, but our drive for academic 
excellence is matched by our 
mission to provide them with the 
‘confidence and range of 
skills to stand as equals in 
any circle and for any opportunity.’ 

This incorporates: 
l An aspirational careers programme
��l  Learning from career and labour 

market     information
l Linking curriculum learning to careers
l  Encounters with employers and 

employees
l Experiences of workplaces
l  Encounters with Further and  

Higher Education
l Personal guidance

Personal and  
Character Development
Our tutors deliver sessions called 
‘My Journey’ and ‘My Challenge’ 
to support our pupils’ personal 
development. PSHE sessions 
are run across all year groups 
and help students explore 
challenging personal, 
social and health issues.
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We have a comprehensive and award-winning programme 
of careers advice and guidance, and 
employability skills development which runs 
alongside our academic curriculum. We partner with over 30 
businesses, colleges, sixth forms and universities, and national 
programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, Young 
Enterprise, and Business in the Community.
We are also proud to offer:
l  Exclusive apprenticeship opportunities and scholarship 

opportunities at Colston’s and Red Maids schools
l    A dedicated careers leader to support students and parents in 

all aspects of careers and employability learning

Where does Brightstowe take you?
Our alumni programme shows us that our students thrive 
across a wide range of sectors. Most go on to study 
A-Levels or vocational courses at Sixth Forms 
such as St. Bede’s, St. Brendan’s, North Bristol Post 16 Centre, 
or at FE colleges such as City of Bristol and SGS Filton. Some 
earn scholarships to Colston’s and Red Maids, or take up 
apprenticeship opportunities. Others pursue bespoke courses for 
careers such as the music industry at Access to Music, or join the 
Army school leavers’ programme.   Ca
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Student learning is our number one priority. At Oasis Academy 
Brighstowe we spend time creating interesting and relevant 
programmes of study, which provide all students with the skills 
and knowledge required to make great progress. 

Learning is individual, 
enjoyable and cooperative, 
underpinned by excellent relationships 
between students, teachers and other 
adults in the Academy. Our staff are 
enthusiastic, committed and supportive. 

Lessons provide young people with 
opportunities to explore and 
develop their values and beliefs, spiritual 
awareness, high standards of personal 
behaviour, a positive caring attitude 
towards other people, an understanding 
of their social and cultural traditions 
and an appreciation of the diversity and 
richness of other cultures. 

We educate students for the increasingly technological world they 
will live in by giving them regular access to laptops, iPads and 
Apple Macs.
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Maths and Science each year. In Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) students 
also study History, Geography, Music, Drama, Technology, Catering, Art 
and PE. Most children are offered the opportunity to study two 
languages – French and Spanish, but some children who arrive with lower 
Key Stage 2 results will focus just on Spanish.  

We also have a unique “Aspire” programme, which supports students to 
prepare for an exciting future by developing computing skills; eloquence; 
personal, social, health education; philosophy and ethics; careers information, 
employability skills and citizenship.  In Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11) 
students can select GCSE options in all our curriculum subjects, and in 
addition have the opportunity to follow alternative accreditation in more 
vocational courses. 

We aim to ensure that all of our students are prepared for life and 
work by developing the confidence and range of skills to stand as equals in 
any circle and for any opportunity.
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We believe that helping students develop skills and talents outside their 
academic study broadens them as individuals: they have the 
chance to challenge themselves, broaden their horizons and pursue their 
passions. 

At Oasis Academy Brightstowe, we offer a year-round calendar of clubs and 
events, including national programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
Our Sport and Performing Arts faculties are at the heart of our enrichment 
provision; we are especially proud of the exciting opportunities they provide for 
our students.

Sport and our Academies: Aiming higher and encouraging commitment 
Academy students can access a wide range of sports. We believe in excellence 
as well as participation, and have created elite sports academies for students in 
the fields of rowing, girls’ football and rugby.

The academy benefits from expert coaching and students 
make a commitment to intensive training, undertaking a minimum of three fitness 
sessions with a professional fitness coach and one technical session with a 
qualified coach each week. Ex
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Performing Arts: Building confidence and nurturing talent
The Performing Arts faculty raises aspirations and improves motivation,  
self-esteem and outcomes for our students. 

We know that practical involvement in music making 
can sow the seed of a life-long passion, and give students 
a range of transferable skills. In KS3, all students learn to play a musical 
instrument and become part of a band. Our pupils are offered the chance to 
undertake professional tuition on their instrument to accelerate progress and 
achievement.  We offer a range of subsidies for instrumental tuition through 
our Music Academy Scholarship scheme.

We have a thriving musical theatre programme which provides students with 
opportunities to showcase their talents in Music, Drama or the combined 
disciplines all year round. The highlight of our calendar is the opportunity to 
attend a residential course at a leading university. 

Could you help?
We are always keen to involve parents and our local community in our work. If 
you would like to support our extra-curricular programme – either financially or 
with your time or expertise – please let us know via email or phone.Ex
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Our academy prides itself on providing outstanding pastoral care 
for all our students. On joining us we choose the right house for 
each student, our three house 
groups being Everest, McKinley 
or Kilimanjaro. We carefully 
place students in a vertical 
family group (Years 7–10) 
of no more than 16 students with 
one member of staff who will act 
as their tutor.

Each house group is led by a 
Head of House and a House 
Intervention Manager who 
will oversee pupils’ academic 
progress, attendance, behaviour 
and any safeguarding concerns. 

Whilst each house group 
has its own identity, they all 
endorse a set of core values 
that underpin everything we do: 
Hope, Perseverance, Inclusion, 
Equality and Team.  W
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Young people thrive at Oasis Academy Brightstowe because 
they feel safe, happy and supported in everything they do. The 
quality of relationships is second to none with 
staff committed and focussed on the well-being of every child.

Year 11 students have a 
dedicated Head of Year 
who will continue the 
focus on all aspects of 
pastoral support but will 
have the added impetus 
on GCSE outcomes 
and future destinations. 
They are supported by 
a Year 11 intervention 
coordinator.

These values support our 
overall vision to develop 
“students with the 
confidence and range of 
skills to stand as equals 
in any circle and for any opportunity.”
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Thank you for your interest in joining our academy. It is an incredibly exciting time 
to be joining Oasis Academy Brightstowe and I trust you will get a strong flavour 
of our family ethos and high student expectations throughout this prospectus.  

We have an exceptional reputation within the community and we continue to 
cement our status as an academy with accelerated progress and exceptional 
pastoral care and support. As a result, we are a rapidly growing academy with 
our Year 7 cohort being full for the past two years.  

“Students’ attitudes to learning are overwhelmingly 
positive. They take pride in their work and behave 
well both in lessons and during social times.” 

- 2015 Ofsted report 

In 2012 we were the most improved school in the country; in 2013 we received 
the National Outstanding Academy Award from the Business Education Awards 
and in May 2014, the Prime Minister, David Cameron visited us to congratulate 
us on our successes. We also received two strong Ofsted reports in 2013 and 
most recently in 2015, showing our continued improvement and again being 
rated ‘good’ in all categories.

“Students with the confidence and range of skills to 
stand as equals in any circle and for any opportunity.”

- The Academy vision  

Inspectors found that Oasis Academy Brightstowe has a ‘strong focus on 
learning’ and praised the school’s ‘calm and purposeful’ atmosphere. 

Oasis Academy Brightstowe is a very special place, however, having a family 
myself, I understand the anxieties and difficulties involved 
in choosing the right educational setting. If you find yourself 
wanting to know more about us, please do not hesitate to 
arrange a tour during normal working hours. I look forward to 
meeting you in the future and welcoming you to our family.

Joe Docherty,  
PrincipalPr
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Outstanding achievement is important at Brightstowe. 
If students are to stand as equals in any circle and for any opportunity then 
we feel that helping them realise and surpass their academic potential 
is essential. Our focus on helping students maximise their progress 
ensures that all students, no matter their starting point, can achieve highly. 
Unlocking this potential improves motivation and self-esteem and ensures 
students are in a position to realise their ambitions and aspirations. 
 
High standards are important at Brightstowe. 
We don’t want to be a school that just ‘does enough’ for students so we set 
our own high standards in all that we do. This enables pupils to develop 
into confident, successful young people with outstanding leadership 
qualities. We challenge our students to achieve more, whatever their level 
of ability and are always finding new ways of helping them to make the 
best possible progress. Our approach to teaching and learning isn’t just 
innovative, it’s effective. We are 
celebrating a successful set of 
GCSE results for summer 2016, 
with 48 per cent of our students 
scoring five A*-C grades including 
English and Maths.

The number of A and A* grades 
rose for the second year running 
with a phenomenal 26 per cent of all 
GCSE grades being graded at A*-B. 
First entry results have risen 18 
per cent since 2015. We had a number of high attainers and it is especially 
pleasing to see that these students have come from a diverse range of 
primary schools, including Stoke Bishop and Shirehampton.

Progress was also very strong in the year just gone with pupils of all 
ability levels making better than average progress. Our Progress 8 score 
improved this year, with students on average securing grades above their 
expected progress.A
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