
The Bright Stuff

oasisacademybrightstowe.org

by Joe Docherty, 
Principal

This summer’s GCSEs 
saw over a quarter of 
students achieve a 5 or 
above in the
new exam grading 
system for English, 

English Literature and Maths.
And in terms of individual subjects, 

70 per cent of students achieved a C 
or above in History, with 32 per cent 
getting an A* or A. In French those 
figures were 79 per cent and 21 per 
cent, and for PE, 84 and 20 per cent 
respectively. 

Meanwhile once again a number 
of our high attainers secured seven 
or more A*s and As in their GCSEs.

But what about students who 
may have started out from a lower 
baseline in terms of their SATs, but 
who then went on to perform to a 
higher standard in their GCSEs?

The government’s value added 
Progress 8 measure seeks to answer 
this question by highlighting whether 
a school has helped ALL of its pupils 
to achieve – and for the second 
year running, the recently published 
tables show that Oasis Academy 
Brightstowe is outperforming other 
local schools in this area.

A Progress 8 score of 0 means 
that students have made expected 
progress from primary school across 
eight subjects including English, 
Mathematics, Science, History, 
Geography or a Foreign Language, 
and any three other high quality 

qualifications. A positive score means 
he or she has made better than 
expected progress.

The Department for Education 
(DfE) expects all schools to score 
at least -0.5 in terms of their mean 
average figure for all pupils at 
Progress 8.

So how does our 
Academy perform? 
The students who took their GCSEs 
at Oasis Academy Brightstowe 
last summer secured an average 
Progress 8 score of -0.17, which 
makes us the best performing school 
in this area.

This echoes what I told visitors 
at our recent open evening – that 
no matter where their starting point 
is, your child will do well at Oasis 
Academy Brightstowe.  

Brightstowe best in the 
area for GCSE progress
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‘Figure out what is right for 
you’ - record-breaking runner 
Ben tells Academy Awards  

National award 
hopes for trio on 
work experience 
placements

Attendees at this year’s Academy 
Awards were inspired by hearing 
about the astonishing achievement of 
local marathon runner Ben Smith.

Ben, from Portishead, defied 
a back injury to complete 401 
marathons in 401 days last October.

 He began his charity attempt 
on 1 September 2015 and ran 284 
consecutive marathons in 284 days. 
He then developed an umbilical 
hernia in June last year which forced 
him to stop for ten days to recover, 
before resuming and making up the 
lost mileage.

After coming out as gay, Ben 
wanted to raise awareness of the 
damage caused by bullying and ran 
the challenge to raise over £300,000 
for his chosen charities, Kidscape 
and Stonewall. 

And after suffering years of 
depression and then a stroke at the 
age of 29, Ben told how he took up 
running after experiencing a “Eureka 
moment.”

“I realised that running made me 
feel happy in my soul,” he said.

“I started running marathons all 

over the world and then sold my 
house and decided to do something 
no-one else had ever done –run 401 
marathons in 401 days all around the 
UK, between Land’s End and John 
O’Groats.

“You will always have people who 
will tell you not to do something – but 
you have got to figure out what is 
right for you.”

This year’s Best of Brightstowe 

Awards were presented to: Year 7 
– Omarion Hughes; Year 8 – Isaac 
Marsh; Year 9 – Jennifer Foday Kai; 
Year 10 – Kelsey Britton; Year 11 – 
Abigail Gillespie. 

Meanwhile the Student Leader 
of the Year Award went to Conor 
Gillespie. 

This year’s Rising Star was Chloe 
Lapham, and the Principal’s Shield 
was awarded to Chloe Palmer. 

Picture (c) metro.co.uk

Three of our Year 11s are in contention for a prestigious national award 
after excelling in their work experience placements. 

Izabel Jarman, Conor Gillespie and Dominika Wos were all nominated 
by local employers impressed by their attitude and commitment during 
their week-long placements in March.

Izabel and Conor both worked at Sansway House Day Nursery in 
Lawrence Weston while Dominika spent her week at another nursery, 
Snapdragons in Shirehampton.

The trio will now attend the awards ceremony in Brentford, west 
London, on 9 November, organised by work experience and internship 
provider Spark.

This year’s Oasis Academy Brightstowe Year 10 work experience week 
will take place on the week commencing 12 March.
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A group of Year 9s and 10s from Oasis Academy Brightstowe enjoyed 
the trip of a lifetime this summer when they visited our sister school in 
Africa.

The eight-strong group were joined by three members of staff – Alison 
Eynon, Stephanie Jones and Alistair Keys – for the ten-night visit to 
Oasis Academy Musoto in Uganda.

After a flight from London Gatwick to Entebbe Airport via Dubai, the 
group stayed in the Ugandan capital Kampala before departing for an 
eight-hour bus ride past Lake Victoria to their destination, Mbale, home 
of Oasis Academy Musoto, where they experienced life in the classroom 
and helped organise the school’s first ever sports day.

There was also time for sightseeing including the picturesque Sipi 
Falls, where the group watched a sunset and ground their own coffee, 
and a visit to Beersheba FC, a voluntary club managed by Oasis.

“Our goal was to create a once in a lifetime opportunity for students at 
Oasis Academy Brightstowe and to develop their cultural and leadership 
skills,” says Stephanie Jones.

“It was an unforgettable experience for all of us and I would especially 
like to thank Musoto’s head, Alex Toolo, and our guide in Uganda, Fred 
Majeli, who were both fantastic.”

Last Christmas our staff and students, plus those at Bristol’s other 
Oasis secondary and primary schools, spent a week raising money 
for a new classroom for Musoto, a shipping container which is being 
converted into an IT room.

Musoto is the first Oasis academy to be established outside the UK. 
The plan is to enable the current primary school to grow every year up 
to secondary level, offering free education in a region of eastern Uganda 
where only 10 per cent of children who finish primary school have 
access to secondary education.

‘Once in a lifetime’ experience 
for our Uganda trip students
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Welcome to 
Brightstowe’s annual open evening 
was another unqualified success, 
with more than 150 families with 
children in Years 5 and 6 coming in 
to see our facilities.

Parents and primary school 
pupils formed a long queue outside 
the academy entrance before being 
welcomed inside by our Principal, 
Mr. Docherty, and senior members 
of staff.

Mr. Docherty gave talks to two 
separate groups of families in 
which he told the audience about 
the academy’s strong pastoral 
ethos as part of Oasis Community 
Learning, its pursuit of academic 
excellence and the opportunities 
open to students including our 
performing arts faculty, music 
academy and sports academies 
in rowing, rugby, girls’ football and 
golf. 

He also spoke about this 
summer’s GCSE results and our 
school leavers who have gone 
on to destinations as diverse as 
independent schools Colston’s and 
Red Maids High, North Bristol Sixth 
Form Centre and apprenticeships 
with the likes of Nisbets and Port of 
Bristol.   

“No matter where you starting 
point is, your child will do well at 
Oasis Academy Brightstowe,” Mr. 
Docherty told the audience. 

Visitors also had the opportunity 
to tour classrooms, laboratories 
and the sports hall, many of them 
accompanied by our student 
guides, with the opportunity of 
talking to staff who teach in the 
various subject departments 
including English, Maths, Modern 
Foreign Languages, Humanities, 
Science, Creative Productions, PE, 
Performing Arts and the Library.

oasisacademybrightstowe.org
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A group of 20 Brightstowe students 
is another step closer to earning a 
prestigious Duke of Edinburgh Award 
after completing a three-day camping 
expedition.

Five of our Year 10s, who are taking 
their Silver award, and two five-strong 
Bronze award groups, made up of 
Year 9s, took on the challenge which 
began at Pilning, near the Severn 
Bridge in South Gloucestershire.

They then headed for the 
Charterhouse outdoor learning centre 
in the Mendips, near Blagdon, walking 
up to ten miles each day, camping and 
cooking en route. 

The group was accompanied by 
staff from team building and outdoor 
activities provider H5 Adventure, along 
with our D of E lead, Alex Johnson, 
and her colleague from the Maths 
department, Paul Greenup.

The Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
scheme is designed to develop 
character and employability skills 
outside the classroom, and to instil an 

appreciation of the natural world. The 
awards require students to engage 
in a physical activity, skilled activity 
and volunteering activity, as well as 
undertake a camping expedition, and 
runs at three levels, Bronze, Silver 
and Gold.

Brightstowe’s Bronze and Silver 
groups now just need to complete 
their volunteering and physical skills 
sections before they can receive their 
awards. 

Last year, our inaugural batch of 
D of E students were presented with 

their awards in a ceremony at Bristol 
Free School by World War Two RAF 
“Dambuster” pilot George “Johnny” 
Johnson. 

We are hoping to continue to 
grow our Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
scheme over the coming years. If 
you would like to know more about 
how you can help or support us in 
this – with finance, time, donated 
equipment, or anything else, please 
contact Alex Johnson, D of E lead, at 
alexandra.johnson@oasisbrightstowe.
org 

oasisacademybrightstowe.org

Students taking a big 
step towards DoE award
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Bath and England rugby star Nathan 
Catt was on hand to present this 
year’s Oasis Academy Brightstowe 
sports awards.

Accompanied by Head of PE Tom 
Thie and our new rugby specialist Kei 
Bergh, prop forward Nathan, who is 
from Clevedon, presented prizes to a 
host of sporting high achievers.

“I started playing rugby when I was 
11 because I was big, but always 
wanted to play football,” said Nathan.

“I was13 or 14 before I started to 
take rugby seriously. At 16 I played 
for England and then got picked up 
by Bath. 

“That was when the hard work 
really started and it probably took me 

four years to get into the first  
team.”

Nathan, who was called up for the 
England senior squad earlier this 
year, told our winners: “Hard work 
pays the biggest dividends. You need 
to get outside your comfort zone and 
keep challenging yourself – the sky’s 
the limit.”

Rugby star urges students to 
keep challenging themselves

Our Year 10 rugby team have got their 
season off to a flying start with our opening 
fixture, in the opening round of the NatWest 
Vase, seeing us pitted against local rivals 
St. Bede’s Catholic College. Tries from Jack 
Vincent, Lewis Davies, Ben Delazzari, Ben 
Clark and Zak Weaver - as well as a hat-
trick from James Crossley-John and some 
brilliant place kicking by Josh Sloman - 
helped us to a superb 50-17 victory.

Thank you to all the parents, staff 
and students who came to support the 
fixture. This was the first time Oasis 
Academy Brightstowe has competed in 
this prestigious tournament, so the Year 10 
team have made history by being the first 
team to not only play, but also to progress 
through to the next round. At the time of 
going to press the team was preparing to 
play Clevedon School away in the second 
round. 

Year 10 rugby team chalks 
up 50 points in cup victory
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Oasis Academy Brightstowe has 
received a special award from a 
national voluntary body after a 
group of our students completed a 
successful summer programme. 

A group of ten students from the 
academy successfully completed the 
National Citizen Service programme, 
run by Young Bristol.

Aston Cook, NCS Engagement 

Coordinator, told the group: “You all 
showed that you were all willing to 
step out of your comfort zones and try 
things that you may not necessarily 
have done before. 

“You showed willingness, team 
work, leadership, and challenged 
yourselves in a range of difficult 
activities, so for that we would like to 
say a big well done! 

“We would also like to thank the 
academy for their continual support 
of the programme. Every year you 
welcome us in to the school and 
fully support and engage with the 
programme. The NCS works in 
accordance with Ofsted and they 
have kindly awarded Oasis Academy 
Brightstowe a Bronze Award for 
Young Bristol Champion Schools.” 

Praise for Academy volunteers

Meningitis 
awareness
Meningitis and septicaemia 
have been in the news recently, 
with several young people in 
Bristol having fallen victim to the 
infections.

St. Brendan’s Sixth Form 
College student George Zographou 
died in August after falling ill at the 
Boardmasters surfing festival in 
Cornwall. 

Other cases have been 
confirmed since then and it was 
initially thought that a Year 11 
student at Orchard School who 
died in hospital earlier this month 
had contracted meningitis. 

However tests for 
meningococcal infection were in 
fact negative.

 There are many different 
causes of meningitis and 
septicaemia and it is important for 
parents and students here at Oasis 
Academy Brightstowe to be aware 
of the symptoms. 

The first usually include fever, 
vomiting, headache and feeling 
unwell plus limb pain, pale skin, 
and cold hands and feet. Later 
symptoms include rashes, neck 
stiffness, dislike of bright lights and 
confusion.

Students can protect themselves 
with vaccines which are available 
free of charge and anyone can 
check their eligibility at http://www.
meningitis.org/eligibility-checker/ 

For more information or support, 
contact the Meningitis Research 
Foundation’s free helpline on 080 
8800 3344.

Diary dates
l  Wednesday 8 November  

Launch of Future Quest 
at UWE

l  Wednesday 8 and 
Thursday 9 November  
Geography trip to 
Minehead

l  Friday 10 November 
Year 7 and 8 - KPMG 
“Bright Day”

l  Monday 13 –  
Friday 17 November  
Exams week

l  Wednesday 22 
November  
Red Maids Taster Day 

l  Thursday 23 and  
Friday 24 November 
Geography trip to 
Minehead

l  Tuesday 28 November  
Future Quest 

l  Thursday 30 November  
Year 10 Mitie work day 

l  Friday 1 December –  
Sir Peter Wall – Amicus 
visit 

l  Wednesday 6 December 
Year 9 Aerospace 
Museum visit 

l  Thursday 7 December 
“A Christmas Carol” tbc

l  Friday 8 December  
INSET DAY

l  Tuesday 12 December 
Year 11 parents evening

l  Wednesday 13 
December   
Bristol Old Vic visit 

l  Friday 15 December  
END OF TERM 

2018

l  Tuesday 2 January  
INSET DAY

l  Wednesday 3 January  
START OF TERM


