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Last week we looked at how cloth was made in the home in the domestic system.  But as you may have discovered, 
this system was not great.  One major problem was that it was just too slow.   The population was growing rapidly 
and people needed more cloth.  People would work all day in the fields then come home at night and try and earn 
extra money by making cloth. Every week a cloth collector would come around and weigh how much they made. The 
heavier the bundle of wool, the more they would be paid. This lead to very tough working conditions as they worked 
both day and night.  But the country needed a faster way of making cloth.   

New machinery to make cloth was bigger, plus businessmen wanted to control their work force more so they 
brought in the factory system.  However, it was far from safe and far from caring for those who worked in there.  

Do Now: 

The term industrial revolution means a massive changed in the way people worked and lived 
A massive changed in the way people worked and lived  A small change in the way people worked and lived. 
The Industrial Revolution was between 1750 -1900 
1066-1500 1500-1750 1750-1900 
Before the industrial revolution most people lived in the countryside 
The countryside Towns & cities suburbs 
Before the industrial revolution, in 1700 the population in Britain was estimated to be about 8 - 9 million 
1.7 million people 8-9 million people 60 million people 
Before the Industrial revolution, people made cloth at homes 
factories At homes schools 
This system was known as the domestic system 
The factory system The education system The domestic system. 

 

 

Why do you think business owners in the cloth industry 
moved their production to a factory rather than leaving it in 
peoples homes? 

Think about this picture to help your answer 

What is like working in factory during the Industrial Revolution? 

They did this because it enabled them to produce cloth on a 
bigger scale and allowed workers to make more cloth and 
faster. 

 

 



 

What was life like for workers in the factory system? 

Read the information sheets to help answer these question which help find out how life was for those working in the 
factory. 

What jobs did they do in a 
factory? 

 

The job Women did in a factory was operatives 
This meant they would be watching the machines and checking for any errors. 
Men were employed as scavengers 
This meant they were paid more than women because they had to fix the machines. 
Children were employed (worked) piecers 
 

What hours did they work? Adults would work 13 to 14 hours a day, 6 days a week 
 
Whereas, children would work 9 to 12 hours a day 
 

How many days a week did 
they work? 

 

Everyone had to work a minimum of 13 to 14 hours a day 
They would work 6 days a work and were also expected to come in for a few hours on a 
Sunday. 
When the factory was busy they had to work over time. This meant that they worked for 
18 to 19 hours a day 
The only days off in a year they would get was Christmas Day and Good Friday. 
 
 

In what ways was their 
work hard? 

 

There was some heavy work but the biggest problem was that the machines never 
stopped. 
Workers had to keep up with them all day long. 
They were not allowed to take breaks. 
When demand was high workers had to work through their own mealtimes. 
 ‘Piecers’ would walk around 20 miles a day. 
‘Scavengers’ would have to clean the machines while they carried on working. 
 

What dangers did workers 
face? 

There were no rules or laws about what was allowed in a factory. The effect of this was 
conditions were poor and the chance of injury was high. 
 
An example from 1850 showed that workers were treated poorly and  severe, life – 
changing injury was not uncommon 

What rules did they have to 
obey? 

If they broke the rules they would face very harsh punishments. 
 
Some of the ‘crimes’ you would get punished for were: 

 Talking to other workers 
 Being late 
 Leaving the machine without permission 

How were they punished? They were a range of punishments. For example.. 
 Fined some of their wages 
 Sacked from their job 
 Being beaten or hit 

What were the wages like? Working in a factory was marginally better than working on a farm 
 
However, wages were lost if you did something wrong. 

How was their family 
affected? 

Most members of the family were at work all day. This would affect family life in many 
ways.  



 

For example girls would not be watching their mothers cook, so they would not learn 
themselves. 
 
 
 
 

Why have people interpreted the past differently?   Here are two paintings showing what working life was like in 
factories during the Industrial Revolution. How & why has factory life been interpreted differently? 

 

Spot the difference!  In this task describe what the paintings are showing us.  Comment on the environment of the 
factory, the appearance of the workers, their facial expressions, clothing and perhaps their overseers. (boss)  

 

Is there anything the painters agree on? 
From the sources, I think that the painters agree on the type of machines and equipment that are used in factories 
from that time. 
 
 

 

Describe how the factory is presented in source 1 Describe how the factory is presented in source 2. 
1.  the environment is orderly and organised 
 
2. the workers are dressed neatly and nicely  
 
3. there are very few overseers and they are relaxed  
 
4. the workers appear to be calm and at peace 
 
5. the workers are spaced out. This shows that the 
factory is giving them pleasant working conditions. 
 
 

1.the environment is unorganised and unpleasant 
 
2.the workers are dressed dirty and scruffy 
 
3. the overseers are scolding people and are watching 
them very observantly.  
 
4. the workers appear to be scared of the overseers . 
 
5. the workers are cramped together. This shows that 
the factory does not care about their health and are 
focused on making the most amount of cloth possible. 
 
 

Source 1                                                                         
This picture was printed in a book called The History 
of Cotton Manufacture in Great Britain.  The books 
was published in 1835 and was written by Edward 
Baines.  Baines was editor of a newspaper called 
the Northern Mercury.  The newspaper was widely 
read by northern mill owners.  Edward Baines often 
supported the mill owners’ point of view.  

Source 2                                                                                                
This picture of children working in a textile mill appeared in a 
novel written by Frances Trollope in 1840 called The Life and 
Adventures of Michael Armstrong, Factory Boy.  It was about an 
orphan boy who started work in a factory at the age of six and 
who was treated terribly.  Frances Trollope based her book on 
the story of a real life factory apprentice called Robert Blincoe.   



Explain why the sources show different appearances of the factory: Consider who drew them & why. 
Source 1 was made by Edward Baines. It was made to do in a book to explain the history of cotton, so it had to be 
a nice image of a factory if many people were going to see it. He was a editor of a newspaper, so he had 
experience with what would please the people reading it and what would raise eyebrows. Source 2 was made by 
Frances Trollope to go in a book she was writing about the life of an orphan boy who grew up working in a factory. 
It was made to raise awareness and to show how badly he was treated and what life was really like in factories. 
The 2 pictures were used to appeal to different audiences, so different pictures were used to achieve that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


