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Course overview: 

English Language is the study of all aspects of reading, wri ng and spoken communica on.  

As a core subject, English is compulsory for all students and is a key subject which is required for most Post‐16 
and University courses and a pre‐requisite for many careers. 

This is the final assessment of a student’s progress over the eleven years of formal educa on that they have 
taken to this point and should not just be seen as a test of skills learned in Key Stage 4.  

Along with English Literature, English Language is taught through the study of a wide range of printed and 
digital texts, including: newspaper and magazine ar cles; film, television and online resources; novels and 
plays. Skills such as grammar, spelling and structuring wri ng are taught explicitly and students develop key 
skills which will help them to communicate effec vely throughout their lives.  

Routes to university                                                                                                 A 

minimum of a C grade in English is needed to access most degree courses. 

Further study: 
English Language and Literature Drama   Theatre Studies 
Media Studies   Film Studies  Journalism 
Law      Philosophy   Ethics 
Poli cs     Social Sciences  Educa on 
 
Relevance to careers: 
A good GCSE in English is expected for entry to most career paths.  
Employers expect candidates to be able to demonstrate good standards of 
literacy and communica on skills and the GCSE is seen as the minimum re‐
quirement for many careers. 
 
Careers such as those listed below are par cularly suited to students with 
good English skills: 
Journalism 
Teaching 
Law 
Social Sciences  
For further informa on, please contact : Miss Gille  (Amy.Gille @oasisbrightstowe.org)  

This sec on details the course informa on for the core examined subjects: 
 ‐ English and English Literature  
 ‐ Mathema cs  
 ‐ Science   
All students also will have a core provision of Religious Educa on (RE) and Physical Educa on (PE) on their 

metable. 
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Course overview: 

GCSE Mathema cs is the study of number, algebra, geometry, measures, working with data and probability.   

The course is assessed through a final exam at the end of year 11 where you will sit a calculator paper and a 
non‐calculator paper on separate days. Each paper is one hour and 45 minutes in length. 

There will be a more demanding content at grade A and A* to be er prepare you for taking Mathema cs at A

‐Level and there will be more of an emphasis on memorising and recalling key formulae and facts at all 

grades. 

Many students will take GCSE Sta s cs alongside their Maths GCSE. 

 
Course overview: 
 
GCSE Sta s cs primarily focuses on the study of working with data and probability.  There are many topics 
within this course which are also studied as part of the GCSE in Mathema cs and as a result this course is very 
accessible. You will be assessed at the end of year 11 with a calculator paper which is worth 75% of your over‐
all grade.  The other 25% of your grade will be assessed through one controlled assessment piece.  This will 
take place during either year 10 or year 11. 
 
Students who have taken GCSE Sta s cs are very well prepared for research that will take place during their 
University career.  There is research that supports the fact that students who do well in Sta s cs at GCSE pro‐
duce be er final disserta ons that require quan ta ve analysis. 
 
The course is comprised of the following topic areas: 

How to plan an inves ga on 
Collec ng data 
Placing data into tables 
Drawing relevant graph and charts 
Analysis of data 
Probability 
 

Routes to University: 

The following are a selec on of degrees at University which require a ‘good’ GCSE in Mathema cs: 
Architecture    Astronomy Business Computer Science Design  Economics 
Electronics Engineering  Psychology Sports Science Veterinary Science  
 

Relevance to careers: 

Mathema cs and Sta s cs are used in many careers:  
Foresters & Conversa on Scien sts  Geologists & Oceanographers / Meteorologists 
Astronomers Pilots & Flight Engineers Landscape Architects 
Pharmacists Surveyors   Automobile Mechanics 
Electricians and Construc on 
 

For further informa on, please contact: Mr Goodman (Peter.Goodman@oasisbrightstowe.org)  
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As a core subject, double science is compulsory for all students and cons tutes two 
GCSEs. Two GCSEs in science are required for most Post‐16 and University courses 
and are pre‐requisite for many careers.  

Whilst Biology and Chemistry are studied by all students, Physics will remain an 
op onal subject. However,  core aspects of Physics will be studied during Year 9.  

All GCSE courses (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) follow a linear approach, which 
means there are exams only at the end of Year 11. There will no‐longer be a course 
work component or an op on to re‐sit. 

 

Course Details 

GCSE Biology: The science of life and living organisms, including their structure, func on, growth, origin, evo‐
lu on and distribu on. We explore ‘Understanding Organisms’, ‘Understanding Our Environment’ , ‘Living And 
Growing’, ‘A Green World ‘, ‘Living Body’ and ‘Beyond The Microscope’. 

GCSE Chemistry: The science of the composi on, structure, proper es and reac ons of ma er at the atomic 
and molecular level. We explore ‘Carbon Chemistry’, ‘Chemical Resources’, ‘Chemical Economics’, ‘The Periodic 

Table’, ‘How Much? (Quan ta ve Analysis)’ and ‘Chemistry Out There’. 

GCSE Physics is an op on available to students who have made strong progress in science and who are working 
to a 6b or above by the end of Year 8. Physics is the science concerned with the nature and proper es of ma er 
and energy which includes mechanics, heat, light and other forms of the electromagne c spectrum; sound, elec‐
tricity, magne sm and the structure and decay of atoms. We explore ‘Energy For The Home’, ‘Space For Reflec‐

on’, ‘Radia on For Life’, ‘Living For The Future (Energy Resources)’, ‘Forces For Transport’, and ‘Electricity For 
Gadgets’. 

 
Routes to University  
As a core subject most further educa on courses will request a C grade in science.  A minimum of a 2 Science 
qualifica ons will be needed to access most degree courses.  
 
FE courses could include: 
Sport science 
Child Care/Healthcare/Nursing 

Plumbing 
Electrical engineering (electrician) 
Mechanics 
 
Relevance to careers  
Health care, nursing and Medicine  Forestry   Engineering 
Teaching     Computer science  Clinical trials Technician 
Dental Nurse     Medical sales   Veterinary nurses 
Environmental Health technician  Waste management technician 
Electrician     Sound engineer  Mechanics 
Communica ons    Child Care (early years) 
 
For further informa on, please contact: Mr Bark (sam.bark@oasisbrightstowe.org)  

 

 

Physics 
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This sec on details the course informa on for the Op onal subjects: 
 
Students will need to select either 3 or 4 op onal courses, depending on their pathway. 
The ques ons to ask  to help you decide your op ons are: 
 

 ‐ 

Do I have a job in mind / a career aim? What subjects do I need to take for  this? 
 ‐ Am I good at this subject already? 
 ‐ Am I interested in studying this further?  Will I enjoy the course? 
 ‐ Can I do well at this course (for example, how much prac cal work is there, if I am be er at this 
element; how many exam papers are there?) 
 ‐ Will this course keep doors open for me for future study? 
 ‐ Can I s ck with this course for 3 years? 
 
 Subject teachers are available to discuss these ques ons with you during the Op ons process. 
 
The Op ons are grouped in the rooms you will find them in during Op ons Evening: 

  
    Spanish   French      Geography 

History                  Physics 
   Philosophy & Ethics /Religious Studies   

  
Drama 
Health and Social Care 

      Sport/PE 
          

Art and Design       Catering 
 Information Technology     Music 

      Product Design             Engineering  
      Textiles           Combined Curriculum 
 

 

Section 2: Option subjects 

H1 -  Innovations Room 

Assembly Hall 

H2 - Drama Studio  

Pathway Op ons 

O Combined Curriculum.  Your op ons are specially designed for you as a combined set of quali‐
fica ons.  You are likely to be in Miss Robertson’s English and Maths group. Please talk to Miss 
Snailham about this course 

A You are likely to have English classes in year 8 with Miss Gille  or Miss Lane and Maths classes 
in year 8 with Miss Parris or Mr Scudamore. You are recommended to choose 3 voca onal 
courses.  Your 4th op on will be extra me with English and Maths in Year 9, to ensure you 
make enough progress to pass these core courses. 

B You will need to choose at least one Humanity (Geography, History) and one language 
(Spanish, French).  You will need to choose 2 other op ons. 

S As for Op on B, but you are also choosing Physics as a 3rd Science.  You therefore have one 
other op on to choose. 
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GCSE Spanish is a broad   and exci ng course that  not only gives students the opportunity to learn Spanish, 
the third most widely spoken language in the world, 
but also allows for explora on of the vibrant culture 
and tradi ons of Spain and La n America.  

There are four primary skills which are developed 
throughout the dura on of the course. These are  

 ‐ Speaking 

 ‐ Wri ng 

 ‐ Reading  

 ‐ Listening. 

Speaking and wri ng are currently assessed through 
coursework carried out over the final two years of the course while reading and listening are assessed in exam 
condi ons at the end of the course.  

The curriculum is largely accessible to all and covers a wide variety of topics from social issues to health and 

lifestyle.  Students will be required to translate short texts from English into Spanish, and there will be a great‐

er focus on the culture and iden ty of countries where the languages are spoken. 

Routes to University (relevant courses for further study).  

A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language is undoubtedly an asset when applying to any University course, in fact 
most Russell Group Universi es expect applicants to have a C or above in a language at GCSE. 

A GCSE in Spanish will be advantageous if not necessary to access courses such as: 
Modern Foreign Languages 
History 
Interna onal Rela ons 
Poli cs  
Journalism  
Business  
Educa on 

Relevance to careers  

The ability to understand and communicate in a foreign language will be an asset when pursuing any career.  
Currently Bri sh students are losing out on jobs to other Europeans because not enough of us can speak a 
second language.  

A GCSE in Spanish will give you a dis nct advantage when applying for any job at home or abroad.  

Careers where language skills have a direct applica on include but are 
not limited to:  

Translator/interpreter 
Tour guide 
Pilot 
TV presenter 
Entrepreneur 
Football coach 
Customer service personnel 
Teacher 
Marke ng execu ve 
Diplomat         
For further informa on, please contact : Ms Burke (Ann.Burke@oasisbrightstowe.org) 
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French GCSE gives students a broad and varied knowledge of everyday language through studying a variety of 
topics such as healthy lifestyle, holidays and travel, the world of work and the environment.  Each topic is 
studied with a focus on vocabulary and improving the four skills (reading, wri ng, listening and speaking).  

Topics are broken down into easy to understand sec ons and grammar is mainly taught through the use of 
authen c French resources and cultural topics. The aim of the course is to give students an excellent under‐
standing of both French language and culture. 

Studying French can act as a basis for learning any La n based language.  

 

Routes to University: 
Modern Languages (French and other foreign languages) 
Transla ng and Interpre ng 
Society and culture degrees 
Literature 
Interna onal development 
Interna onal rela ons 
Teaching 

If you wish to study languages at A‐level and later at universi‐
ty it is necessary to obtain a good GCSE grade (B or above) 
and a top grade at A‐level (B or above). 

French GCSE is relevant to all university courses and many 
Russell Group universi es expect students to have a C or 
above in a modern foreign language at GCSE level.  

 

Relevance to careers: 

Careers which are suited to people with French language skills are: 
Broadcast journalist 
Diploma c Services opera onal officer 
English as a foreign language teacher 
Event organiser 
Logis cs and distribu on manager 
Marke ng execu ve 
Patent examiner 
Retail buyer 
Sales execu ve 
Solicitor 
Tour manager 
 

French speaking countries are par cularly strong in 
the following fields of business: 
Gene cs, television, tourism, cars, aerospace, physics 
If you wish to work in one of the above fields speaking French would be advantageous. 
As well as the careers men oned here, studying French GCSE gives you transferable communica on and prob‐

lem solving skills which can be applied to any career. 

For further informa on, please contact: Ms Burke (Ann.Burke@oasisbrightstowe.org)  
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General Informa on: 
Studying History at GCSE is both exci ng and an opportunity to gain valuable skills that will be essen al for 
your future careers. You will learn how to interpret and evaluate sources, analyse arguments and importantly 
your literacy will improve significantly. History is about people – real people whose lives were some mes 
thrilling, like travelling across the Wild West in a wagon train, and some mes frightening, like having a hole 
drilled in your head to cure you of headaches or epilepsy. Whatever their lives were about, there are o en 
fascina ng and some mes tragic stories behind them – and you’ll discover some of these on this intriguing 
course.  
 
Unit 1 
Medicine through me: In this unit, pupils will explore the way medicine and health progressed and in some 
cases got worse. We start examining the Prehistoric period and finish at the present day. Overall, the course 
focusses on a key set of ques ons; What caused people to be healthy or unhealthy? What ideas did people 
have about the causes of illness? Who provided medical care? How far did new ideas and treatments affect 
the popula on?  
 
Unit 2 
The America West, 1840‐1895: This study in depth allows students to inves gate what it was like to live as a 
Na ve American. We will then examine how the Westward movement of the Europeans affected the lives of 
the Na ve Americans and the clash of the two cultures. Students will learn about the movement of groups 
like the gold miners, the Mormons, cowboys and homesteaders. The unit ends a er we study some of the 
most infamous ba les of the me.  
 
Unit 3 
Students complete a piece of controlled coursework on Berkeley Castle. We will visit this brilliant Medieval 
castle and have a guided tour, discovering who was murdered there and when the castle was a acked.  Stu‐
dents will also study how the castle has changed from a fortress to a family home.  
 
 
For further informa on, please contact: Miss Norman (emma.norman@oasisbrightstowe.org)  
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Geography is the study of the world around us and equips you with the essen al skills to succeed in many 
careers. In fact, geography students are among the most employable graduates around, with 93% currently in 
jobs – out of all subjects this puts Geography behind only sports science and law! 

GCSE Geography is an exci ng and inspiring course which allows you to understand how key processes on 
planet Earth are likely to change over the next 50 years. We will study the following topics: 

Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Tsunamis 
Life in the City 
Coasts and Rivers (including devasta ng floods!) 
Popula on, Migra on and China’s one‐child policy 
Tourism – in the UK and abroad 

There will also be trips! 

Lots of fun trips, including Cabot Circus and Weston‐super Mare (including the Grand Pier!) will be running – 
possibly with even more to come! 

   …so if you’ve enjoyed Geography in year 8, carry on studying it! 

Routes to University: 

A minimum of a C grade in GCSE Geography is required to study the subject at A Level. 

Most universi es request at least a C grade at A Level for further study of geography at university. 
GCSE Geography also supports the following courses at A Level: 

Law 
Poli cs 
Business and Economics 
Ci zenship 
Religion and Ethics 
English 
Mathema cs 
 

Relevance to careers: 
Geography is the key to your future! It opens a 
huge number of doors to future careers, such as: 

Volcanology 
Seismology (the study of earthquakes and tsu‐

namis) 
Flood management 
Tourism 
Environmental management 
Climate scien st 
Meteorology (the study of the weather) 
Pollu on manager  Nature conserva on  Traffic management   Town planner 
Journalism  Teaching   Youth and community worker Law   
Accountancy  Business and Economics  Environmental Scien st 

 
For further informa on, please contact: Dr Murray (steve.murray@oasisbrightstowe.org)  
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Course overview 

Philosophy and Ethics /Religious Studies allows students to explore a number of life issues and develop 
their skills of explana on, analysis and evalua on.  The course also gives students the opportunity to in‐
crease their knowledge and understanding of the religions of Chris anity and Islam.  Through examining 
issues that affect different parts of our global society and the ways in which religions respond students de‐
velop social understanding and the skills to debate current topics. 

This course also offers students the opportunity to take part in school trips and to play host to guest speak‐
ers.  The course is also developing to include the op on of submi ng crea ve art and wri en work to na‐

onal compe ons. 

The course is taught through a variety of media, engaging students with wri en text, video, newspaper 
ar cles, films and documentaries.  There is great opportunity for verbal contribu on and debate during 
lessons.  

To ensure success on the course students should be prepared to engage in deba ng exci ng and contro‐
versial topics and to develop a strong awareness of the diverse nature of the society around them. 

Routes to University:  

Success at GCSE can lead to further study in areas such as: 
Philosophy 
Theology 
Poli cs 
Anthropology 
Law 
Social Work 
Educa on 
It is also a subject which provides valuable balance for students who are looking to study subjects such as: 
History 
Geography 

Relevance to careers:  
The  Philosophy and Ethics / Religious Studies course is a highly valued GCSE. It can be useful for pursuing 
jobs within the fields of: 
Law 
Poli cs 
Educa on 
Psychology 
Police and Criminal Jus‐

ce System 
Humanitarian Aid 
Charity Sector 
It is also a subject which 
can benefit people who 
go on to work in related 
careers such as: 
Social worker 
Counsellor 
Support Worker 
Human Resources 
Customer Service 
 
For further informa on, please contact: Mr Gregory (james.gregory@oasisbrightstowe.org)  

 

 

 Philosophy & Ethics  
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Do you enjoy: 
 Expressing yourself in an ac ve and exci ng way? 
 Working in a group? 
 Crea ng your own drama work? 
 
If yes, then this GCSE Drama course is ideal for you. 
 
What do I need to know before, or be able to do, taking this course? 
 

 You will have had experience of drama in Drama lessons and in English lessons.   

 You may also be a member of a drama club or have taken 
part in drama performances and plays.  

 You will develop your improvisa on and ac ng skills to a 
higher level.  

 You will also look at plays in more detail and at different 
ways of bringing a script to life on stage.  

 If you are more interested in the technical aspects of drama 
(for example set design or ligh ng) you could focus on 
these for part of the course. 

 
What will I learn? 
You will learn how drama is created, including all the ac ng and 
staging skills that are needed to put a piece of drama on to the 
stage. You will learn how to create a character and play this char‐
acter in a performance. 
 
What can I do a er the course? 

 GCE Drama & Theatre Studies  

 GCE Performing Arts (Ac ng)  
 
Careers in which Drama training is useful include: 
Law, Psychology and the Caring Professions, Media Journalism, Adver sing, Business – Public Rela ons, 
Teaching and the Performing Arts Industry. 

 
For further informa on please contact : 
Miss Grainger Maria.Grainger@oasisbrightstowe.org) 
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In Health and Social Care, you will study: 
 
Human Lifespan Development: In this unit, you will gain an understanding of lifespan development, which 
is essen al when working in health and social care, as you will be able to appreciate the care needs of individ‐
uals at different life stages.  
  
Health and Social Care Values: Overall this unit will enable you to understand the high standards that are 
expected in health and social care, in order to safeguard the wellbeing of individuals who use health and social 
care services. 
  
Effec ve Communica on in Health and Social Care: The aim of this unit is to enable learners to explore the 
knowledge and skills related to health and safety issues, including legisla on in health and social care environ‐
ments, risk assessment and the ac ons that are necessary to minimise poten al hazards and risks. It is im‐
portant that learners develop knowledge of hazards and risks, relevant legisla on and the use and process of 
risk assessment. 
  
The Impact of Nutri on on Health and Wellbeing: This unit will not only help to prepare you for a career in 
health and social care, it will support your own nutri onal choices and contribute to your own health and 
wellbeing. 
  
  
General Informa on: 
 This BTEC First Award course is based around 120‐guided‐learning‐hours and consists of two mandatory units, 
one of which is an externally assessed wri en examina on, plus two other op onal units. The op onal units 
selected for study this year are Units 3 and 6. There is a  prac cal element that helps to re‐enforce the learn‐
ing taking place. Each unit will require students to produce various wri en assignments that will be assessed 
and graded as Pass, Merit or Dis nc on. Each unit is then converted into a point score. Students will need to 
secure 48 points or more to gain a pass grade at level 2. Students who are not successful can s ll gain a Level 
1 provided enough points are secured (24 points). 
  
 
Routes to University 
A grade B or above in Health & Social Care will be required to  study the following courses, which can then 
lead to study at Higher Educa on; 
A level Health & Social Care: Applied 
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health & Social Care 

 
Relevance to careers  
BTEC Health & Social Care can be used to gain  
access, through study at Further Educa on and  
Higher Educa on, to the following careers; 
Nursery workers 
Nurses 
Social Worker 
Youth workers 
Counsellors 
Community carers. 

 

For further informa on, please contact: Ms Cole (carol.cole@oasisbrightstowe.org)  
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BTEC Sport involves the study of the following units: 
Fitness for sport & exercise 
In learning aim A you will cover the components of physical and skill‐related fitness and the principles of train‐
ing. Learning aim B explores different fitness training methods for developing components of fitness, and for 
learning aim C you will gain knowledge and skills in undertaking and administering fitness tests. 
This unit is par cularly relevant if you would like to work in sports coaching, elite sport or personal training. 
 
Prac cal sports performance 
This unit focuses on developing and improving your own prac cal sports 
performance. This is achieved through your ac ve par cipa on in prac cal ac vi es and reflec on on your 
own performance and that of other sports performers. This unit introduces you to a variety of different sports 
and, through par cipa ng in different sports, it is expected that you will develop knowledge of the associated 
rules, regula ons, scoring systems, skills, techniques and tac cs. 
 
Training for personal fitness 
Learning aim A takes you through the stages of designing a per‐
sonal fitness training programme, where you can select any ap‐
propriate method(s) of training to improve or maintain your fit‐
ness levels safely. For learning aim B, you will gain awareness of 
personal exercise adherence factors and strategies, i.e. important 
knowledge to help you keep to your training schedule. For learn‐
ing aim C, you will implement your personal fitness training pro‐
gramme, maintaining a training diary. Finally, for learning aim D 
you will review your programme looking at strengths, areas for 
improvement and sugges ng recommenda ons for future training 
and performance. 

 

Leading sports ac vi es 
This unit introduces you to sports leadership, enabling you to start on the ladder of leadership and coaching, 
through delivering components of sports sessions and whole ac vity sessions. You will be introduced to the 
basics of sports leadership and then will be required to plan, deliver and evaluate your ability to lead a sports 
ac vity session or component of a session. 

 
General Informa on: 
 This BTEC First Award course is based around 120‐guided‐learning‐hours and consists of two mandatory 
units, one of which is an externally assessed wri en examina on, plus two other op onal units. There is a 
large prac cal element that helps to re‐enforce the learning taking place. Each unit will require students to 
produce various wri en assignments that will be assessed and graded as Pass, Merit or Dis nc on.  
  
Routes to University 
A grade B or above in Health & Social Care will be required to  study the following 
courses, which can then lead to study at Higher Educa on; 
A level PE 
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport 

Relevance to careers  
BTEC Sport can be used to gain access, through study at Further Educa on and 
Higher Educa on, to the following careers; PE teacher, Sports coach, personal 
trainer, Sports Development Officer  
 
For further informa on please contact:  Mr Robo om  (karl.robo om@oasisbrightstowe.org). 

 

BTEC Sport / PE 
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Course content  
  
Unit 1: Coursework 60% of final grade 
Por olio: The por olio of work is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
Students will complete 3 units of work based on different themes in which they will use a variety of 2D and 
3D media and materials including watercolours, acrylics, oil paints, clay and modroc.  
Students will research the work of Ar sts and Art movements relevant to the units of work. 
  
The por olio of work submi ed for modera on must include at least 2 projects and should consist of the stu‐
dent’s best work.    
  
Unit 2: Exam 40% of final grade 
The exam is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
The GCSE exam paper is released on 1st January. Students are given 6 weeks prepara on me from the issue 
of the exam paper. They choose 1 ques on to answer from a selec on. They have 10 hours in which to com‐
plete the GCSE exam. 
Students are required to produce a personal response, and work submi ed can take any  
appropriate form.   
  

Routes to University 
Many students go on to study A level Art, photography or BTEC before comple ng an Art  
Founda on course followed by a degree in a specialist area. 
 
Relevance to careers  
This course offers a wide range of crea ve opportuni es. 
Jobs within the field of Art and Design include Anima on, Game Design, Fashion Design,  

Photography, Television produc on and Fine Art, Tex les design, Jewellery Design, Graphic Design, Interior 

Design, Art Teacher etc. 

 

For further informa on, please contact: Mrs Iredale (rhian.iredale@oasisbrightstowe.org)  
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The  Catering course offers a unique opportunity for candidates to develop their knowledge and extend their 

skills within  a voca onal context. It is a suitable qualifica on for those who want a broad background in this 

area and for those who wish to progress to further educa on. It will offer valuable prepara on for those en‐

tering the world of work. 

The  course encourages the inves ga on and study of catering in a variety of contexts and uses a range of 

assessment techniques to enable the candidate to respond through prac cal and inves ga ve work. 
 
Areas of study: 

 The industry – food and drink 

 Job roles, employment opportuni es and 
relevant training 

 Health, safety and hygiene 

 Food prepara on, cooking and presenta‐
on 

 Nutri on and menu planning 

 Cos ng and por on control 

 Specialist equipment 

 Communica on and record keeping 

 Environmental considera ons 
 
Students will develop skills in the selec on, storage, prepara on and serving of: 
‐ Meat, poultry, fish, eggs, dairy products, cereals, flour, rice, pasta, vegetables, fruit, convenience products, 
sauces, basic dough products, basic pastry products, cakes, sponges and scones 
 
To pass the exam, students need to complete both prac cal cookery tasks, and wri en papers with short an‐
swer, structured and free response ques ons. 
 
Relevance to careers: 
This course would be of interest to anyone that has aspira ons to work in the catering industry.  There are 
excellent routes to college courses at Level 3 in Catering and Hospitality.  
 
For further informa on please contact: Ms Booker (April.Booker@oasisbrightstowe.org) 
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We are offering a compu ng / Informa on  
 Technology course for year 9 students. 
 
 The final course available may depend on  
 students’ abili es, but we intend to offer a   
combina on of IT or Computer Science. 
 
 
 
 
 

The world around us is becoming increasingly underpinned by the use of 
computer systems which now influence almost every aspect of our lives. The study of  
Compu ng will help provide you with the crea vity, logical thinking, 
programming and technical skills that you will need to be an ac ve par cipant in 
this exci ng and dynamic world.  
 
Compu ng is of enormous importance to the economy and the course will teach 
computer technologies that are relevant in the modern world. The role of 
Compu ng as a discipline and as an ‘underpinning’ subject across the curriculum is    
increasing rapidly. 
 
Assessment is through a combina on of controlled assessment that is 
completed individually in class and a wri en examina on at the end of the course 
 
For further informa on please contact: Mr Simmons (simon.simmons@oasisbrightstowe.org) 

 

Information Technology 
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Music is alive and all around us in everything we do.   We dance to music, we sing to music, we play music 
and we hear music on the radio and TV every day.  Taking part in Music at Brightstowe at KS4 opens up a 
wealth of opportuni es.  You can learn to play an instrument, go on subsidised trips to concerts and work 
with real musicians as well as performing on the big stage, small stage or composing music of your own. 
 
What will the course involve? 
Music at KS4 will involve some performance, some listening and some composi on. 
 
Performing: You may perform on an instrument of your choice or you may sing.  You will receive lessons in 
your chosen instrument. All instruments are included!  If you do not play a specific instrument you could 
choose to do the music technology performance op on. 
 
Composing: Using the brand new Mac suite and the skills you started to develop at KS3 you will learn how 
to compose pieces of music of your own.  The composi ons could be performed by live musicians or record‐
ed and performed at music events throughout the year. 
 
Listening: A complete range of musical genres are studied at KS4 included are Popular styles, RnB, Dance, 
Reggae, Jazz and Blues, African Drumming, Samba, Electronic Music, 20th Century Music, Musical theatre, 
Gamelan, Samba, Classical, Roman c, Baroque, Folk Music, Indian Classical Music, Musical fusions (i.e. Bhan‐
gra).  There is something for everyone.  The listening skills you will develop will also support your learning in 
other areas of the school curriculum. 
You will also get an opportunity to take the interna onally recognised exams of the ABRSM in theory and 
prac cal music, as well as working towards gaining an Arts Award. 
 
Relevance to careers 
There are many careers in which 
Music is directly relevant including 
sound engineering and a range of 
jobs in theatres.  If you wish to 
become an actor, voice training is 
very helpful and singing will en‐
hance the range of roles available 
to you as an actor.  You could play 
in a band, play in an orchestra, go 
into music publishing, adver sing, 
so ware/game development, jour‐
nalism, teaching, concert and event 
management (such as planning 
music fes vals), composing, per‐
forming and many others. 
Having a KS4 qualifica on in Music will also help you to stand out from the crowd in professions not directly 
linked to Music.  The confidence, teamwork and performance skills you will develop during  the three year 
course are used in virtually every work place and are valued by every employer.  
 
Further Study 
Following your KS4 course you can go on to study A Level Music or do a course at ATM (Access to Music).  
From there the world is your oyster including further study of Music or Music technology at university or a 
pres gious a Music college. 
 
For further informa on please contact:  Mrs Steier (katherine.steier@oasisbrightstowe.org). 
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Theore cal aspects of the course are delivered through prac cal exercises when possible. 
 
The areas covered by the specifica on are: 

 Materials and Components 

 Processes and Manufacture 

 Design and Market Influences 
 
You will need to produce a significant amount of wri en work on this course; it is not purely  
prac cal. 
 
Routes to university: 
The Design & Technology GCSE Product Design course offers a comprehensive introduc on and  
natural progression to an AS or A Level in Product Design. The course also offers progression to  
Further and Higher Educa on and entry onto diploma and degree courses  
 
Relevance to careers: 
This subject can lead to careers as a Product Designer, Commercial Designer, Teaching Design & Technology, 
Building Technician, Biomedical Engineering, Measurement & Control Engineering,  
Backstage Theatre Work, Armed Services, Working in Industry, Technical & Engineering Careers in Radio & TV, 
Carpenter & Joiner, Garage Work, Aircra  Engineering,  Cabinet & Furniture Making, Agricultural Engineering, 
Three Dimensional Design, Cabinet Making, Electrician, Plumber, Kitchen Fi er 
 
For further informa on please contact: Mr Simmons (Simon.Simmons @oasisbrightstowe.org) 

This course encourages students to 
design and make crea ve and origi‐
nal products using a range of materi‐
als and techniques, including new 
technologies such as the laser cu er.  
 
It combines many aspects of graphic 
products with the use of resistant 
materials and can include the use of 
other materials as well.  
 
It involves the design and making of 
a range of products to meet the 
needs of different groups of people 
using a range of different materials 
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Engineering manufacture is a discipline of engineering dealing with different manufacturing prac ces 
and processes using machines, tools and equipment that turn raw materials to new products. 
 

The Engineering Manufacture qualifica on 
is aimed at learners who wish to study 
the processes involved in manufacturing 
new engineered products. It provides learn‐
ers with the knowledge and skills required 
to operate manufacturing tools and equip‐
ment including the use of relevant comput‐
er applica ons such as CAD/CAM, and CNC 
equipment used to make products from the 
requirements of a design specifica on and 
develops their understanding of the pro‐
cesses and systems required to transfer a 
design concept into a product. 
 
 

A prac cal approach to teaching and learning will provide learners with knowledge in engineering 
technology and develop cri cal thinking, crea vity and dextrous skills through engaging prac cal 
experiences. 
 
Theore cal aspects of the course are delivered through prac cal exercises when possible. 
 
The areas covered by the specifica on are: 

 Materials and Components 

 Processes and Manufacture 

 Design and Market Influences 
 
You will need to produce a wri en work on this course; it is not purely prac cal. 
 
Progression Routes:  
Academic: AS & A Level, Research Scholarships, 
Applied: Diploma in Engineering, BTEC Na onal Cer ficates 
World of Work: Appren ceships in any Engineering field, Mechanics, Construc on, Biomedical, Automo ve 
Industry or Aerospace Industry. 
 
Relevance to careers: 
This subject can lead to careers in engineering, me‐
chanics, construc on, and many others. 
 
For further informa on please contact: 
Mr Simmons (Simon.Simmons @oasisbrightstowe.org) 
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GCSE Design and Technology: Tex les Technology helps 

students develop their crea vity in designing and mak‐

ing items using a variety of materials. 

The GCSE in Design and Technology: Tex les Technolo‐
gy enables students to: 

 ac vely engage in design and technology 

 make decisions, consider sustainability and com‐
bine skills with knowledge and understanding in order 
to design and make quality products 

 explore ways in which aesthe c, technical, eco‐
nomic, environmental, ethical and social dimensions 
interact to shape designing and making 

 analyse exis ng products and produce prac cal solu ons to needs, wants and opportuni es, recognis‐
ing their impact on quality of life 

 develop decision‐making skills through individual and collabora ve working 

 understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and socie es, and that products 
have an impact on lifestyle 

 develop skills of crea vity and cri cal analysis through making links between the principles of good 
design, exis ng solu ons and technological knowledge 

 
Relevance to careers 
Tex les provides a good founda on and pathway to further studies at A‐Level or for those who wish to pursue a 
career in a variety of jobs including: 

 Fashion 

 Art and Design 

 Interior Design 

 Jewellery Design 

 Costume and Theatre Design 

 Knit, weave and print design 
 
For further informa on please contact: Mr Simmons (Simon.Simmons @oasisbrightstowe.org) 
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The Combined Curriculum will provide students with at least 3 qualifica ons by the end of year 11.  
From year 9—11 students will study a range of subjects and learn prac cal and useful skills that 
they can go on to study at college and university.  Combined curriculum also provides literacy inter‐
ven on lessons to help students feel more confident with reading, wri ng and understanding texts.  
This will help students to access more subjects across the school.  Below is a list of some of the 
courses offered in Combined Curriculum. 
 
Curriculum overview: 
 
VCERT Business Studies 
This qualifica on primarily focuses on the study of business structures, marke ng, finance, recruit‐
ment and enterprise.  Students will be able to take part in enterprise projects that will provide them 
with a range of transferable skills.  The BCERT is made up of 4 units: 
Unit 1: Se ng up a business —coursework 
Unit 2: Marke ng —exam unit 
Unit 3: Finance —coursework 
Unit 4: Business Enterprise —par cipa ng in a project 
 
Catering  
Students will study qualifica ons such as level 1 and 2 home cooking and  catering.  In these qualifi‐
ca ons students learn how to prepare and cook a range of meals from different cuisines.  Students 
will have to learn about food hygiene and health and safety in the kitchen.  Assessment is made up 
of prac cals, coursework and if taking a GCSE, the exam. 
 
BCS Level 2 (IT) 
This qualifica on is broken into 4 units hat focus on helping students become confident in Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint.  Students learn to be proficient in useful so ware that will enable them to 
work within a range of different job roles or go onto further study at college. 
 
VCERT Music Technology 
This qualifica on explores the skills involved in composing music using our brand new Apple Mac 
suite.  Students will study a range of musical genres and also learn how to set up and use a record‐
ing studio.   
 
For further informa on, please contact: Miss Snailham (Lucy.Snailham@oasisbrightstowe.org) 
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Op ons Process: Term 3 
 
Year 8 have already a ended a Careers Fair and an assembly 
about careers opportuni es and the importance of choosing good 
op ons. The next steps are as follows: 
 
  Op ons Evening ‐ 22.01.2015  
 
   Talk to teachers, parents, carers to help you make up your mind 
 
   Request an interview with an Assistant Principal if you are s ll confused.  These interviews are 
available for two weeks a er the Op ons Evening, a er school, and we welcome parents/carers 
along as well.  You can book your interview at Recep on. 
 

  Hand in your form to Recep on by Friday 6th February.  Please remember this is the 

LAST date to hand it in.  You can always hand it in earlier. 
 
 

Op ons Process: Term 4 
 
   Mrs Hinchliffe will check your Op ons forms and iden fy which of your first choice op ons are 
available.  Last year, over 90% of all students gained their first choices. 
 
   If we need to use a second choice op on, then we will arrange to talk this through with you. 
 
  If we are concerned with your op ons, for example if not enough students choose an op on 
and it cannot run, or you have selected op ons which are not your strengths, Mrs Hinchliffe will 
meet with you to discuss this. 
 
   Your Head of House/House Interven on Manager receives an Agreed Op ons form.  They meet 
with you to confirm your chosen op ons. A copy is sent home.   
 
 

Op ons Process: Terms 5 and 6 
 
  We look at the progress you are making in your courses this year, and your reports.  If you are 
struggling in a subject, for example if you chose Physics and do not achieve a minimum of 6b by the 
end of Year 8, then alterna ve op ons will be iden fied.  
 
 
  
 

Useful Websites for Post‐16 and Careers 
 
www.careerpilot.org.uk 
 
h ps://na onalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
 
www.nbp16c.org.uk  (Redland/Cotham North Bristol Post 16 
Centre) 
 
h ps://cityo ristol.ac.uk (City of Bristol College) 
 
www.sgscol.ac.uk (South Glos and Stroud—Filton College) 
 
h ps://www.gov.uk/further‐educa on‐skills/appren ceships   


