
 

   
 

Philosophy and Ethics 

“We grow minds, we grow voices”. 

Our curriculum gift for learners: 
In Philosophy and Ethics, we encourage discussion and debate. We encourage our students to examine belief in its 
many forms, whether religious or non-religious. We strive to develop critical thinkers and confident communicators 
with a well-rounded knowledge of world faiths and ethical issues. Our curriculum gives students knowledge of the 
diverse beliefs within our city, nation and world, enabling them to express ideas and insights about the nature, 
significance and impact of belief. 

Our subject links to all of the Oasis Nine Habits in some form, though the most important is ‘considerate’; it is vital 
that the subject enables students to treat the opinions and beliefs of others’ with respect even though they may 
fundamentally disagree with them. 

How it is designed: 
Philosophy and Ethics is designed to follow on from KS2 RE as it touches on many of the themes and moral dilemma’s that will 
have been covered in primary school. It focusses in a lot more detail on the main religions that they will have studied at ks2.  

The Philosophy and Ethics GCSE links well to kS5 as it gives students a solid grounding in critical thought and ethical principles 
such as the Sanctity of life and the question of design in the natural world.  

KS3 focuses mainly on topical issues, at some points through a religious lens. This leads into KS4 in which students study 
Christian and Islamic beliefs and then the issues of Good and Evil and Human Rights, which can be understood better having 
this good grounding in the religious beliefs.  

Through use of the PAS system, students are low-stakes tested frequently on key knowledge in order for them to practice the 
retrieval that will enable them to speak and write about the subject confidently.  

We have high ambitions for our PP students, ensuring that they are given extra support in organising and planning their work. 
This often involves a great deal of contact with home; home visits and phone calls in order to prepare students for upcoming 
assessments and assist with home learning and revision. Many of our interventions with SEN students are very similar and have 
proved effective.  

 

How it the curriculum ambitious for all learners: 
• We realise it is crucial to root learning in real life, in order to help pupils see the links between school and 

the world beyond our walls, as well as prepare them for life after Year 11. In our subject, we are exploring 
links with Philosophy, Law and Politics. This is in conjunction with outside agencies facilitated by 
Brightstowe’s career and aspiration team.  

• We ensure that pupils who come to us with high prior attainment and high aspirations are stretched and 
challenged to achieve their goals by being given newspaper articles to read and also fertile questions used 
in lesson to encourage their critical thinking and evaluation skills.  
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