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Creativity – Passion – Inclusion  
Anyone can be a musician.  

Our curriculum gift for learners: 
Musicians will explore and discover music in both practical and theoretical senses. They will be able to perform on 
a variety of instruments, discover the art of composition, learn to analyse music and practice music technology. 
We lay the foundation for those who go on to study GCSE, A Level and develop a career in music. For those who 
don’t go on to study the subject, music will act as a vocation, hobby or topic of conversation. Students engage in 
both solo and group work throughout via a variety of musical genres and styles, helping to develop their patience, 
consideration, self-control and honesty. We teach students to show respect and tolerance to all, regardless of 
background, social status, ethnicity or gender. 

How it is designed: 
Students arrive at Brightstowe with a wide range of key stage 2 musical experiences. The content taught in key 
stage 3 is accessible to those with no prior musical experience but is designed to support and stretch those who 
have taken or take part in music lessons or clubs outside school. We incorporate and analyse challenging pieces of 
music to stretch all learners and adapt our resources, such as sheet music, to support PP and SEND students. The 
curriculum content is interleaved through key stage 3 to support those going on to GCSE music. Students are 
taught key terms and techniques which they build upon in the schemes of learning which follow. By key stage 4, 
students are equipped with the appropriate performing skills, composition skills and knowledge. We work 
backwards from key stage 5 to ensure our year 11s are supported in their post 16 studies.  

How is the curriculum ambitious for all learners? 
Students explore a range of musical styles and backgrounds and study a variety of multi-cultural composers and 
musicians. This is to expand student’s wider cultural understanding and to ensure we are representing students 
from a variety of diverse backgrounds. It is also important for our students to understand the context of the 
music, to develop their understanding of society and history which makes links to many subjects, including 
history, English literature, sociology, art and drama. For SEND pupils, we adapt and scaffold resources to ensure 
their learning is supported. We ensure that our existing musicians are stretched by providing them with an 
appropriately challenging repertoire of performance and composition tasks. We expand and build on the 
knowledge of our high prior attaining students by providing them with additional stretch questions during key 
stage 3 and 4 to really allow them to think about the wider context of the pieces we study. We have a healthy 
offering of extra-curricular activities on offer, including choir, rock project, orchestra and composition club to 
cater to all types of musicians. Moreover, we encourage and support our PP students, amongst other students, to 
attend these to expand their musical experiences and knowledge. 
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