
“Geography is a subject which holds the key to 
our future.” Michael Palin 

 

Our curriculum gift for learners: 

Character: the curriculum’s fundamental aim is to instil a love of learning about the world around us 
for all students. In Brightstowe we celebrate diversity and the curriculum therefore explores and 
celebrates a range of global places, cultures and traditions. This relies on the curriculum drawing on 
accurate, up to date representations of places and cultures in an ever changing world and how 
changing socio-economic circumstances impact on quality of life and well-being. Students will be 
developed holistically, encouraged to become the best versions of themselves by emphasising their 
role in order to better understand how their actions impact on others and the wider environment. 

Competence: The geography curriculum is an academic and rigorous curriculum, which places a 
large emphasis on knowledge. It is designed to ensure the very best outcomes for students using the 
latest research in cognitive science. The geography curriculum gives students the skills to use this 
knowledge to think deeply about key Geographical concepts and processes. Central to the 
curriculum is the application of this knowledge to answer complex questions developing skills of 
critical thinking, analysis and evaluation. Furthermore, students will develop geographical skills, 
gaining confidence in interpreting information from maps, graphs, data and photographs. It will 
ensure students aspire and take the next steps in their education and personal challenges. 

Community: The curriculum will help students to understand local, national and global communities. 
Fundamentally students will be encouraged to study the interconnected nature of our world and 
look at their role in an ever changing planet. We want students to be global citizens. The curriculum 
fosters this through the provision of opportunities for students to take action and become active 
members of society, championing for sustainable change. We also want our students to have 
meaningful experiences and see Geography in action through multiple opportunities for human and 
physical fieldtrips, where they are able to collect and interpret primary data, as well as analyse 
secondary data. 

How it is designed: 
 

The Geography curriculum is carefully planned so that knowledge, skills and understanding are 
developed over time. 

- Breadth and depth of knowledge. A wide body of knowledge is covered across a range of 
human and physical topics. Up to date case studies are used to explore key geographical 
themes that draw on accurate, current data. 
 

- Mastery of knowledge. We want students to be able to retain this knowledge and 
understand the interconnected nature of Geography. Units are sequenced so that concepts 
and processes are interleaved across the five years, constantly building on previous 



knowledge and skills. Topics are revisited with increasing depth across KS3 and KS4. For 
example weather and climate is introduced in Year 7, which provides the foundational 
knowledge for a study of climate change in Year 8. This is consolidated and extended in Year 
9 where students study a range of geographical concepts and processes affected by weather 
and climate including a more in-depth study of climate change, extreme weather events and 
the impacts on delicate biomes (e.g. Tropical Rainforests & cold environments). This 
provides a detailed base of knowledge for students in Year 10 and 11 to better understand 
causes of food insecurity in the Challenge of Resource Management and processes of 
weathering in Physical Landscapes in the UK. 
 

- Geographical skills. We want students to have a range of geographical skills including the 
interpretation and analysis of maps, graphs, photographs, satellite images and diagrams. 
These are interleaved across the curriculum and constantly revisited within increasing 
complexity. 
 

- Fieldwork skills. We believe all Geographers need to be able to carry out fieldwork, during 
which students collect and analyse primary data. Fieldwork is introduced at KS3 when 
students start to carry out their own sustainability projects. These are developed in KS4, 
during which students are required to undertake two fieldworks in contrasting 
environments. 
 

- Application of skills and knowledge to the real world. A key focus of the curriculum is the 
mastery of flexible knowledge, which students can successfully apply to new geographical 
contexts. Once this has been achieved students will be able to draw on their Geography 
education to better understand places and current global issues, even those which they have 
not directly studied. 
 

- Active citizens. The curriculum’s ultimate goal is for students to become active global 
citizens, empowered to act on key geographical issues and challenges such as sustainability, 
water pollution and insecurity, poverty, gender inequality and climate change. Units have 
been designed to ensure students are aware of their place in an ever changing world and 
how they can initiate the change they want to see. 

How is the curriculum ambitious for all learners: 
 

The Geography Curriculum will equip all students with a balanced understanding of the physical and 
human world, as well as an appreciation of how interconnected systems are. It will improve student 
knowledge of key geographical processes and how human actions impact on these processes. 
Crucially it will give students the knowledge and skills to become active global citizens and enable 
them to confidently identify and respond to the complex current issues our planet faces. Students 
will have opportunities to engage and excel geographical skills through fieldtrips so they are able to 
personally experience the geography taught in lesson. 

All pupils are given equal access to this rich geographical content through carefully planned and 
resourced lessons by the experts. Stretching those that need to be stretched and support those that 
need to be supported, so that all can progress. With the ultimate goal of enabling all our students 
who learn geography to leave our school as curious, respectful and pioneering people to support the 
future of our global community.  
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