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Students: How to Make Good Option Choices  

  

The idea of making your option choices can be a bit scary, but it is your chance to take control of 
your education and shape the way you want your future to be.  
  

It is important to choose subjects that will interest and motivate you. Spend some time thinking 
about what you enjoy doing, what you are good at, how you like to learn, what keeps you  
Interested in something and what makes you work hard.  
  

How to choose an option ; 
For each option subject think about  
  

 

If you think you know what you would like to study/what career you want to follow once you leave 
education, make sure you research what subjects you need to study to ensure you can follow your 
chosen pathway. 
 

Do not be afraid to ask for help and advice from your teachers, tutor and others.   
Talk to Year 10 and Year 11 students in your mentor group, they will be able to tell you what it is 
really like to study the subjects. 

 
 

 

What will I learn? Where will I learn? 

How will I learn? What qualifications will I get? 
 

How will I be tested? What could I go on to do when I finish? 

 
Good reasons for choosing a course:  

 
Bad reasons for choosing a course:  

You are good at the subject.  Your friends are doing it.   

You think you will enjoy the course.  People say it is easy.  

It goes well with your other choices.  You think it is a good course for a boy or for a girl.  

You are interested in the knowledge and skills it 

develops.  

Someone else thinks that it is a good idea but you 
disagree.  

 It will give you plenty of choice in the future.  You like the teacher you have now.  

You think that  you  might  want  to continue 
studying it after Year 11. 

You did not have time to research your options 
properly.  
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English Literature is the study of plot, characterisation, themes and context through the close reading and 
appreciation of a range of poetry, plays and novels.  In addition to the cultural capital this gives our students, 
this subject also supports their skills in structuring analytical essays and helps them to understand key themes 
and ideas which can help them to see the world and society in a new light.  

How is the course assessed?  Students sit two written exams at the end of Year 11.  The exams are a closed 
book, which means they are not allowed to take the set texts into the exams with them.  The two papers test 
the student’s ability to analyse a modern play, a set of poems, a 19th century novel and a Shakespeare play.  

Further study/University courses related to English: 

English Language and Literature drama   Theatre 
Studies 
 
Media Studies   Film Studies  Journalism 
 
Law      Philosophy   Ethics 
 
Politics     Social Sciences  Education 
 
Relevance to careers: 
 
A good GCSE in English is expected for entry into most career paths.  
Employers expect candidates to be able to demonstrate good standards of literacy and communication skills 
and the GCSE is seen as the minimum requirement for many careers.  

 
Careers such as those listed below are particularly suited to students with good English skills: 
 

 Journalism, Teaching, Law, Social Sciences, Business and Marketing, to name just a few. 
 

For further information, please contact: Miss Gillett  - Amy.Gillett@oasisbrightstowe.org 
 

English Language is the study of all aspects of reading, writing and spoken communication.  It is taught 
through the study of a wide range of  literary fiction and non-fiction texts, including: newspaper and 
magazine articles, biographies, letters, travel accounts and extracts from novels.  As a core subject, English 
Language is compulsory for all students and is a key subject which is required for most Post-16 and 
University courses and a pre-requisite for many careers. 

How is the course assessed?  This is the final assessment of a student’s progress over the eleven years of 
formal education that they have taken to this point and should not just be seen as a test of skills learned in 
Key Stage 4.  Students sit two English Language exams which combine to give them an overall level.  The 
exams tests reading and writing skills, but the students also have to complete a compulsory Speaking and 
Listening assessment . 

Entry requirements:  None.  All students study this subject.  

Entry requirements:  None.  All students study this subject.  
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Course overview: 

GCSE mathematics is about learning to solve problems.  Students learn to be systematic, spot patterns, test 
extremes and prove ideas. They will encounter elements of mystery, surprise and practice in maths through 
the study of number, algebra, ratio & proportion, geometry & measures, probability and statistics. 

The course is assessed through 3 final examinations at the end of year 11 where students sit one non-
calculator paper and two calculator papers. Each paper is 90 minutes in length. 

The demanding exam specification, which includes more formulae and an increased emphasis on problem 
solving, will prepare students for A Level study via the higher graded topics throughout the course of the 
qualification.  

 

Routes to  Further Education /University: The following 

are a selection of degrees at University which require a 

good GCSE in mathematics:                                                                                                                                                                                  

actuarial science, architecture,  astronomy, business, 

computer science, design, economics, electronics, 

engineering , medicine, physics, psychology, sports science 

and veterinary science.    

 
For further information, please contact: Mr A Symes   
Andy.symes@oasisbrightstowe.org 
 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All students study Science to GCSE. 

Teachers will determine whether students are best placed to sit Combined Science or Separate Sciences. 

Combined Science is worth 2 GCSEs—you study biology, chemistry and physics.   

Separate Science is worth 3 GCSES—you study biology, chemistry and physics.  Each of these subjects has 
more content than combined science, so students studying separate sciences need to have strong skills in 
maths, English and science (level 6). 

Further information on each course can be found on page 5. 

Entry requirements:  None.  All students study this subject.  
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All GCSE science courses follow a linear approach, which 
means there are exams only at the end of Year 11. There will 
no longer be a coursework component or an option to re-sit.  

Course Overview 

Life and environmental sciences 

Physical sciences 

How is the course assessed?  100% examination 

 

GCSE biology, GCSE chemistry and GCSE physics provide a pure science pathway for students who are intending 
to have careers using science, or go on to study a science-related degree at university, such as medicine, 
dentistry or veterinary science. 

How are the courses assessed?  100% examination 

Biology:  Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and Response, 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution. 

Chemistry: atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding, structure, and the properties of matter, 
quantitative chemistry, chemical changes, energy changes, The rate and extent of chemical change, organic 
chemistry, chemical analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere, using resources. 

Physics: Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity, Magnetism and Electromagnetism, Particle Model of Matter, Atomic 
Structure, Space Physics 

FE courses could include: 
Sport Science, Child Care/Healthcare/Nursing, Plumbing, Electrical Engineering (Electrician), Mechanics 
University courses: 
Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinarian Science; Computer Science; Environmental Health Technician; Sound 
Engineer; Petrochemicals; Nutritionist; Architect; Engineer; Geologist; Research Scientist; Astro Physicist and 
many others... 
 

For further information, please contact: Mr S Bark— Sam.bark@oasisbrightstowe.org 

Entry requirements to Separate Science:  Secure level 6s in English, maths and science by the end of  
Year 8 

Entry requirements:  None—all students take combined science (unless recommended for Separate  
science) 
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GCSE Spanish allows pupils to broaden their horizons as it opens pathways to new and exciting opportunities.  

Learning Spanish, the third most widely spoken language in the world, enables students to grow in confidence 
and explore the vibrant cultures and traditions of Spain and Latin America.  

There are four primary skills which are developed throughout the duration of the course: Speaking, Writing, 
Reading and Listening, as well as developing grammar, vocabulary 
and pronunciation.  

How is the course assessed?  

3 exams in Reading, Writing and Listening to Spanish 

Speaking test—all in Spanish 

There is no longer any coursework in languages exams 

 
The curriculum is accessible to all and covers a wide variety of topics from family life to health and lifestyle.  
Students will have the opportunity to learn through music, film and television, whilst developing their  
linguistic competence through translations.  Students will be exposed to a range of authentic material and 
transactional language, providing ‘real life’ context. Learning Spanish is fun! 

 

Routes to University: 

A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language is undoubtedly an asset when applying to any University course.  In 
fact, most Russell Group Universities expect applicants to have a language at GCSE. 

Relevance to careers  

The ability to understand and communicate in a foreign 
language will be an asset when pursuing any career.  
Currently British students are losing out on jobs to other 
Europeans because not enough of us can speak a second 
language.  

A GCSE in Spanish will give you a distinct advantage 
when applying for any job at home or abroad.  

 

 

For further information, please contact: Mr D. Stewart David.Stewart@oasisbrightstowe.org  

Entry requirements:  You need to be meeting your MEG in Spanish in Year 8, and not be scared to try  
speaking in Spanish. You will have an interest in Spanish-speaking countries and culture. 

Spanish or French? 
1. Which language have you studied so far? 
2. Which language sounds better to you?  Sometimes we naturally prefer the sound of one language 

over another. 
3. Do you have particular career in mind?  Is this stronger in French-speaking or Spanish-speaking coun-

tries? 
4. Do you spend more time in one of these countries?  Where would you go on holiday?  
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There are no limits to the possibilities open to you when you apply 
yourself in languages.  French can take you through Europe, Africa and 
Canada.  Speaking a new language helps you to get to know other people 
and cultures, as language and culture go hand in hand. 
 
French is great to study on its own and can also offer huge opportunities 
alongside other subjects.  Further study in a language may lead to varied 
careers from working with MI5 to working in Marketing for an 
international company like Nike, Apple or L’Oréal. 
 
Still not convinced? Here are 5 reasons that may change your mind: 

 Language graduates find it easier to get jobs 

 Languages combine well with virtually any subject 

 Languages give you the edge over your competitors (financially) 

 Languages give you a sense of achievement 

 You can confidently travel abroad! 

The curriculum covers a wide variety of topics from family life to health and lifestyle.  Students will have the 
opportunity to learn through music, film and television, whilst developing their linguistic competence through 
translations.  Students will be exposed to a range of 
authentic material and transactional language, providing 
‘real life’ context. 

How is the course assessed?  

3 exams in Reading, Writing and Listening to French 

Speaking test—all in French 

There is no longer any coursework in languages exams 
 
Le français, c’est super! 

Routes to University: 
Modern Languages (French and other foreign languages)     International Business      Teaching 
Translating and Interpreting     Literature      International development       International relations  

French speaking countries are particularly strong in the following fields of business: Genetics, television, 
tourism, cars, aerospace, physics.  If you wish to work in one of these fields, speaking French would be 
advantageous. As well as the careers mentioned here, studying French GCSE gives you transferable 

communication and problem solving skills which can be applied to any career.  
 

For further information, please contact: Mr D Stewart  David.Stewart@oasisbrightstowe.org                                                                

Entry requirements:  A passion for French and a desire to  broaden your horizons. You need to be meeting 
your MEG in French in Year 8, and not be scared to try speaking in French.  
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As a history student, you will never experience the events that you study; instead you have to build up a  
picture from the evidence that has been left.  You have to become skilled at asking questions, sometimes  
awkward questions; you have to learn not to take everything at face value.  You have to develop empathy 
and understanding of the actions and achievements of others; you have to be prepared to put your case and 
argue it well; you have to use evidence to draw conclusions and make judgements. These skills are highly de-
sirable in many different careers.  
 
GCSE History is excellent training for any career where you have to use evidence, evaluate, present or make 
decisions, especially where those decisions affect other people; law, medicine, business, finance,  
government, journalism, accountancy, tourism,  politics, television/radio/media presenter, the military, edu-
cation, police, research to name but a few!        
We study the Edexcel History course because of their exciting topics.                                                   
 

GCSE History Course overview 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How will this course be assessed? 
 
There are 3 exams. Paper 1  will be 1 hour 45 minutes and include the People’s Health unit and the Norman 
Conquest. Paper 2 is called History Around Us and will last 1 hour. Paper 3 will be 1 hour 45 minutes and 
include Making of America unit and Life under Nazi rule.  
 

For further information, please contact: Miss E Norman (emma.norman@oasisbrightstowe.org)  

Entry requirements:  History is a subject that all students can enjoy. You will need to be confident at both 
literacy and numeracy. There are 3 exam papers which each have at least 2 essays in each. 

Medicine in Britain: This fascinating topic will help students make sense of our 
scientific world, the way we respond to disease and the factors that both help and 
hinder progress. The highlight of this course is the study of the British sector of 
the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.  

The American West, 1815-1900: Here students will examine the reasons that led 
to the rapid growth of America, the effects of this, on the indigenous Americans, 
African Americans and  White Americans.  We are excited about teaching the new 
Civil Rights topic. 

Anglo Saxon and Norman England, 1060-1080: This will be an opportunity for 
students to develop a deeper understanding of this crucial turning point in our 
national history.  Was life better under Norman England? 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939: This course combines a dark and 
compelling story allowing important insights into human nature and society. 
Students will learn how Hitler came to power legally and the true and ugly nature 
of Nazi rule.  
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiqj6rW2ZTZAhUKQMAKHcW0D2EQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.molnlycke.co.uk%2Fblog%2For-then-now%2F&psig=AOvVaw1zu7VMMwWLf7oPHNwz9XqJ&ust=1518123696374045
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Outline of course and examples of learning outcomes: 
GCSE -Geography is a deeper exploration into the world we live in and the interactions between people, plac-
es and the environment through enquiry.  There is an emphasis on decision making, problem solving and in-
vestigations into environmental issues. Each theme offers the opportunity to develop a range of relevant skills 
applicable to a range of different subjects and provides foundation knowledge for other post GCSE studies. 
The GCSE course will also offer you the chance to go on fieldtrips, giving you the opportunity to experience 
the outdoors and apply theoretical knowledge in the field. 
 
You will study the following units: 
Living with the Physical Environment – this looks at the major physical issues currently facing planet earth. 
The unit looks at the major risks of natural hazards such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tropical storms 
and extreme weather.  Students will also study one of the world’s most potent issues in climate change, 
whilst also tackling more traditional geographical topics through coasts and rivers.  The unit also explores the 
relationship between physical and human environments; looking at ecosystems, tropical rainforests, cold en-
vironments, how they are at risk and how they can be managed sustainably in the future. 
 
Challenges in the Human Environment – this unit looks at human processes, systems and outcomes and how 
these change spatially and temporally.  Students will study challenges facing (and the opportunities available 
in) urban spaces as they become home to more people than ever across the world.  The unit will also look at 
the changing economic world, studying development in a range of different places.  Students will explore the 
opportunities and changes associated with development and employment in a number of different places; 
with a specific focus on their home, the UK.  They will also study the importance of  
resource management through water, energy and food as the world struggles with an ever increasing  
population. 
 
Geographical Applications – students will look at an issue through the evaluation of pre-release exam materi-
al. This unit also offers the opportunity to undertake fieldwork in Minehead and Bristol Harbourside whilst 
also developing key geographical skills such as cartography, map skills and the use of data. 
Learning Organisation each lesson will start with a recap of  prior learning before exploring new topic content 
in a variety of exciting and engaging  ways. Revision and exam skills will play a key and frequent role in lessons 
to ensure that you are well prepared and confident heading into your final examinations in the summer of 
Year 11 . 
 
Home Learning  
You will receive 1 piece of Home Learning each week to add to what you have been doing in class.  Home 
Learning will focus on exam questions and technique using the knowledge you have built in lessons.  It will 
also entail the practising of key revision skills and improving metacognition. 
 
Examination Organisation 
In the build up to the final exams in May of year 11 you will have revision lessons and be offered knowledge 
booster sessions to practice your skills, revise your subject knowledge and practice exam questions. 
Assessment Organisation 
35% Paper 1: Living with the physical environment       1hour 30 min exam 
35% Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment     1hour 30 min exam 
30% Paper 3: Geographical applications                            1hour exam 
 
You will be able to continue your study to A level or BTEC in Geography, other humanities or social  
sciences. 
You may follow this with a wide range of degree courses such as Geography, Environmental Sciences,  
Marine Biology, Marine Geography, Geology, Journalism, Broadcasting, Education, Economics,  
Development Studies, International Relations, Law. 
Associated Employment: Geographers have highly transferable skills.  Fields that are suited to geographers 
include research, journalism, writing, broadcasting, education, hazard management, public health, epidemiol-
ogy, town and transport planning, GIS and Geospatial technologies, sustainable development, energy and 
green planning. 
 

For further information, please contact: Mr M Davies       Mason.davies@oasisbrightstowe.org 
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Course overview 

Religious Studies allows students to explore a number of life issues and develop their skills of explanation, 
analysis and evaluation.  The course also gives students the opportunity to increase their knowledge and 
understanding of the religions of Christianity and Islam through examining issues that affect different parts of 
our global society and the ways in which religions respond.  Students develop social understanding and the 
skills to debate current topics. 

This course also offers students the opportunity to take part in school trips and to play host to guest speakers.  

The course is taught through a variety of media, engaging students with written text, video, newspaper 
articles, films and documentaries.  There is great opportunity for verbal contribution and debate during 
lessons.  

To ensure success on the course students should be prepared to engage in debating exciting and 
controversial topics and to develop a strong awareness of the diverse nature of the society around them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is the course assessed?  3 written exams (One 2 hour exam and two 1 hour exams) 

Relevance to careers:  
 
The  Philosophy and Ethics / Religious Studies course is a highly valued GCSE. It can be useful for pursuing jobs 
within: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact Mr D Mattson — Dan.Mattson@oasisbrightstowe.org  

Law 
Politics 
Education 
Psychology 
Police and Criminal Justice System 
Humanitarian Aid 
 

Charity Sector 
Social worker 
Counsellor 
Support Worker 
Human Resources 
Customer Service 

 
Course overview:  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Issues of Human Rights 

Issues of Good and Evil Issues of Life and 
Death 

Issues of Relationships  

Christianity: Beliefs and 
Practises 

Islam: Beliefs and Practises 
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Music is one of the United Kingdom’s greatest exports.  Music is 
alive and all around us in everything we do.   We dance to music, 
sing to music, play music and hear music on the radio and TV every 
day.   
Taking part in Music at Brightstowe at KS4 opens up a wealth of 
opportunities and allows students to explore a broad range of 
musical styles and experiences. 
 
Course Structure 
GCSE Music requires students to demonstrate their musicianship in 
three ways: Performing, Composing and Listening.  
 
Performing: You will perform a group ensemble and  a solo. There 
is an option to perform two ensembles if you don’t want to perform 
on your own! 
 
Composing: You will create 2 pieces of music. You will have access 
to instruments, recording technology, the MAC suite and studio equipment to support you in your 
composition. 
 
Listening: You will learn about music development over the last 300 years within the following 
areas: Musical Forms & Devices, Music for Ensemble, Film Music and Popular Music. You will explore 
a range of musical styles and their context within society historically and into the present day. This 
will applied to a listening test at the end of year 11. 
 
How is the course assessed?   
The course is assessed by 60% Coursework (performing and composing) and 40 % Listening Exam.  
The performance and listening exam will be assessed in year 11. Composition will be started in year 
10. 
 
Entry requirements:  You need to show a keen interest and enthusiasm in learning to play a 
musical instrument or sing. This could be furthering an instrument you have played in year 7 and 8. 
Commitment to practising your instrument outside of your weekly lessons is absolutely essential!  
 
Careers/further study/university:   
Music is a highly regarded subject. You can study this at A Level and at university.   
Some people even choose to study Music at university with another subject, for example Maths, 
Drama, French or Sociology.  
Employers and  Further Education centres also look highly on students who have studied music. The 
subject itself can open up opportunities in the creative, business and teaching industries. 
However, if you simply enjoy music, whether that is playing, composing or listening, GCSE music 
offers brilliant opportunities.  

 
For further information please contact:  Miss P VanderWesthuizen - 

Phoebe.VanderWesthuizen@oasisbrightstowe.org 
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Do you enjoy: 
 Expressing yourself in an active and exciting way? 
 Working in a group? 
 Devising your own drama work? 

   Performing? 
             Watching live performances? 
 
 
If yes, then this GCSE drama course is ideal 
for you. GCSE drama is all about 
understanding what it is like to put yourself 

in somebody else’s shoes. You will play many parts in different imaginary 
situations. You will have the opportunity to create your own work as well 
as look at plays written by other people.   
 
How is the course assessed? 
60% of the course is completed in classroom assessments and accompanying written work. The final 40% is 
awarded in one final performance marked by a visiting examiner.  To prepare for these assessments we 
complete practice papers in both years 9 and 10.  In order to complete the course, students are required to  
attend evening performances (arranged by the Academy) and sometimes attend rehearsals after school . 
 
As well as acquiring the skills involved in creating and performing drama, you will also be able to gain skills in 
working with others, problem solving and communication. You will find that drama will help you feel more 
self-confident and prepare you to deal with a range of different situations and people. 
 
What can I do after the course? 

 AS or A Level drama & Theatre Studies  

 BTEC Performing Arts (Acting)  
 

 
 

For further information please contact : 
Miss L Grist—Lucy.grist@oasisbrightstowe.org  

Careers 
There are many things you can go on to do with a 
GCSE in Drama.  You could go on to take an AS or A 
Level in Drama and Theatre Studies, or a vocational A 
Level in Performing Arts or a BTEC National 
Certificate or Diploma in Performing Arts or 
Performance Design and Technology.  You may wish 
to take a GCSE in Drama for its own sake, perhaps to 
form the basis of a future interest or as part of a 
range of other subjects. You may wish to go into a 
job where it is useful to have had experience of 
Drama, or where you will need to use some of the 
skills developed during this course. These might 
include careers in retail, travel and tourism, sales and 
marketing or any career that involves meeting 
people face to face. The study of Drama can help you 
develop transferable skills which you can take into 
any career or job.  

Organised trips to local theatres 

Devised 40% 

Written 
exam 40% 

Scripted  
20% 
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How is the course assessed?   Each unit is assessed separately. Unit 1 has an online test, assessed externally.  
The other 3 units are assignments assessed in school. 
 
Routes to Further Education/University 
A strong pass will be required to  study the 
following courses, which can then lead to study at 
Higher Education; 
A level PE 
Extended Diploma in Sport 

Relevance to careers  

BTEC Sport can be used to gain access, through 
study at Further Education and Higher Education, 
to the following careers; PE teacher, Sports coach, 
personal trainer, Sports Development Officer  
 

For further information please contact:  Mr T Thie  - Thomas.thie@oasisbrightstowe.org 

 

Entry requirements:  At least a Level 5 in practical PE at the end of Year 8  and playing at least one sport for 
a team either in or out of the academy. You must also be confident to lead and coach your peers in practical  
lessons and be filmed doing so.  If you are unable to meet the above requirements, you should not select 
the course.    

Sport Studies involves the study of the following units: 
1 Fitness for sport & exercise 
In Learning Aim A you will cover the components of physical and skill-related fitness and the principles of  
training.  Learning Aim B explores different fitness training methods for developing components of fitness, and 
for Learning Aim C you will gain knowledge and skills in undertaking and administering fitness tests.  This unit 
is particularly relevant if you would like to work in sports coaching, elite sport or personal training. 
 
2 Practical sports performance 
This unit focuses on developing and improving your own practical sports performance.  This is achieved 
through your active participation in practical activities and reflection on your own performance and that of 
other sports performers. This unit introduces you to a variety of different sports and, through participating in 
different sports.  It is expected that you will develop knowledge of the associated rules, regulations, scoring 
systems, skills, techniques and tactics. 
 
3 Training for personal fitness 

Learning Aim A takes you through the stages of designing a personal fitness training programme, where you 

can select any appropriate method of training to improve or maintain your fitness levels safely. For Learning 

Aim B, you will gain awareness of personal exercise adherence factors and strategies, i.e. important knowledge 

to help you keep to your training schedule. For Learning Aim C, you will implement your personal fitness train-

ing programme, maintaining a training diary. Finally, for Learning Aim D you will review your programme look-

ing at strengths, areas for improvement and suggesting recommendations for future training and perfor-

mance. 

 

4 Leading sports activities 
This unit introduces you to sports leadership, enabling you to start on the ladder of leadership and coaching, 
through delivering components of sports sessions and whole activity sessions. You will be introduced to the 
basics of sports leadership and then will be required to plan, deliver and evaluate your ability to lead a sports 
activity session or component of a session. 
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Component 1 
Human Lifespan Development 
In this Unit you will gain understanding of how people develop physically, intellectually, emotionally and  
socially throughout the life stages. This is an essential aspect when working in Health and Social Care as you 
will be expected to adapt to your surroundings and be professional no matter what age group you are working 
with.  
How is it assessed? Two written assignments accounting for 30% of overall grade.  
 

Component 2 
Health and Social Care Services and Values 
Have you ever looked after an older relative or a young child?  Did you want to be looked after?  Or have you 
ever known a vulnerable person?  You will learn, with this component, about a range of Health and Social Care 
Services (primary, secondary and tertiary), the barriers that people face in accessing these services and how 
we can overcome these barriers. You will also learn about the 7 ‘care values’ and have to demonstrate these 
in two role play scenarios which will be filmed. 
How is it assessed?  Two written assignments and practical demonstration of the care values in two role 
plays. This accounts for 30% of overall grade. 
 

Component 3 
Health and Wellbeing 
This component will look into what being ‘healthy’ is and how your health can be affected by a range of fac-
tors. You will learn how to recognise indicators of possible poor health and understand how to interpret 
health and lifestyle data. With this information you will learn how to create a health and wellbeing improve-
ment plan, which health care professionals could follow to improve someone’s health. 
How is it assessed? 1 x 2 hour exam worth 40% of overall grade 

 

  
Routes to Higher Education 
A strong Pass or above would allow you to pursue Health and Social Care at Higher Education, where local 
colleges offer A-Level Health and Social, BTEC National Award in Health and Social Care or a BTEC in Child  
Development 
 

Relevance to careers  

BTEC Health & Social Care can be used to gain  
access, through study at Further Education and  
Higher Education, to the following careers - 
Healthcare, Nursery workers, Nurses, Social  
Worker, Youth workers, Counsellors and  
Community carers. 
  

 

For further information, please contact: Mrs E Ashwin - emily.dawe@oasisbrightstowe.org 

Entry requirements:  Interest in the care industry, wanting to work with elderly people, young people, 
vulnerable people or disabled people and preferably be working at a 4 or above in English and be able to 
analyse data (or be willing to learn how to do so). 
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Entry requirements:  Students need to be interested in the world of art and creative industries.  Students 

must be creative, artistic and enthusiastic.  Ideally you will be working at 4 or above in art currently however 

if you are willing to work hard we will help you on the way to success. 

We follow the AQA GCSE Art, Craft and Design Specification 
 
Unit 1: Coursework 60% of final grade 
Students will complete a portfolio of work which will be internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 
Students will complete 3 units of work.  These will be  based on different themes in which they will use a 
range of 2D and 3D materials and techniques. These will include drawing, painting, printmaking and  
ceramics.  Students will also be given the chance to explore their own ideas and develop work towards final 
outcomes.  Students will research the work of Artists and Art movements relevant to the units of work.  
The portfolio of work submitted for moderation must include at least 2 projects and should consist of the 
student’s best work.    
  
Unit 2: Exam 40% of final grade 
The GCSE exam paper is released in January and students are given 10 weeks preparation time from the 
issue of the exam paper. They choose 1 question to answer from a selection.  
 
Students will complete a sketchbook of work leading to a 10 hour exam which is completed over 2 days. 
The exam is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 
Students are required to produce a personal response and work submitted can take any appropriate form.   

Routes to University 
Many students go on to study A level Art, photography or BTEC Art Courses before completing an Art Foun-
dation course followed by a degree in a specialist area. 
 
Future Prospects/Career Options: 
The creative industries in the UK are rapidly growing.  They contribute £92 billion to the economy and   
employ over 3 million people.  People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of 
work.  
Jobs within the field of Art and Design include Animation, Game Design, Fashion Design,  Illustration, Ar-
chitecture, Photography, Television production, Fine Art, Textiles design, Jewellery Design, Graphic  
Design, Interior Design, Art Teacher, Web Designer and more. 
 
For further information, please contact: Mrs K Darby—Kealy.darby@oasisbrightstowe.org 
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Eduqas/Wjec: Level 1/2 Vocational Qualification Hospitality 
and Catering 
This exciting course from  Eduqas offers a level 1/2 qualification in Hospitality 
and Catering.  This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in 
food and the hospitality industry.  You will learn about job roles, job require-
ments, the operation in the kitchen, health and safety requirements, nutri-
tion, menu planning, dietary requirements whilst building up their repotoire 
of cooking skills. 
What  will I do in lessons?  

 A balance of practical cooking and development/written work 

 Look at food related ill health and how this can be prevented 

 A knowledge of the sources of ingredients and foods including the envi-
ronmental influence 

 All aspects of diet, food needs and health 

 A thorough understanding and application of food hygiene and safety 

 A wide range of practical cookery skills, using appropriate equipment to meet specific needs 

How is the course assessed? 
Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering        
Industry (40% written external                       
examination) 
Student’s will be examined on knowledge 
gained on all parts of the hospitality and 
catering industry.  They will be able to   
propose a new hospitality and catering 
provision for a  
particular location, identify different types 
of establishment and job roles to                 
determine the best option.  
Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering (60% internally controlled assessment) 
This assessment is based around a given brief in which the students will need to prepare, 
cook and present nutritional dishes that meet the brief. 
 

Careers/further study/university:  This course is of interest to anyone that has aspirations 
to work in the Hospitality and catering industry. There are excellent routes to college  
courses and there is the newly founded School of Food at Level 3 in Catering & Hospitality 
which also offer Apprenticeships. 
 

For further information please contact:  
Mrs A Booker  - April.Booker@oasisbrightstowe.org 
 

Entry requirements:  Keen interest in food.       Please note— Students will be required to  

provide their own ingredients.  Students will be given at least 1 week’s notice. 

Hospitality & Catering 
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This qualification is designed for students who want an introduction to business and enterprise. The course 
will also require student to create their own business enterprise project. This application element of the 
course allows students to gain a valuable experience learning what it takes to run their own business from 
the product design stage all the way through to selling the product and recording the finances.  

This course will also help to enthuse and inspire students about the many possible  careers in the business 
and enterprise industry and will appeal to students who might wish to set up their own business, move into 
employment or progress onto further study.  

 
Students with this qualifications will gain experience with:   
Types of businesses · qualities and characteristics of entrepreneurs · product design and development · the 
risks and rewards of setting up  a business · a variety marketing methods · market research methods ·  
advertising using social media and the internet · sources of funding for new businesses · how to produce a 
financial plan · how to develop a business plan. 

Routes for further education?  
 
The following subject areas will complement this course:  
 

· Banking · Business Administration · Public relations · Marketing ·  Retail management ·  Business Enter-
prise · Digital Technology · logistics · Human resources · Advertising · Insurance  . Geography 

For further information please contact: Mr L Vis   louis.vis @oasisbrightstowe.org 
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We follow the AQA GCSE Photography qualification listed within the 
Art, Craft and Design Specification 
Unit 1: Coursework 60% of final grade 
Students will complete a portfolio of work which will be internally as-
sessed and externally moderated. 
Students will complete 3 units of work based on different themes in 
which they will use a range of photography  techniques. Students will 
also be given the chance to explore their own ideas and develop work 
towards final outcomes. 
Students will research the work of photographers and movements rele-
vant to the units of work.  
The portfolio of work submitted for moderation must include at least 2        
projects and should consist of the student’s best work.    
 
Unit 2: Exam 40% of final grade 
The GCSE exam paper is released on 2nd January. Students are given 10 
weeks preparation time from the issue of the exam paper. They choose 1 
question to answer from a selection.  
Students will complete a sketchbook of work leading to a 10 hour exam 
which is completed over 2 days. The exam is internally assessed and ex-
ternally moderated. 
Students are required to produce a personal response, and work sub-
mitted can take any appropriate form.   

Future Prospects/Career Options: 
The creative industries in the U.K are rapidly growing. They contribute £92 billion to the economy and  employ over 3 
million people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of work.  
For further information, please contact: Mrs Kealy Darby—Kealy.darby@oasisbrightstowe.org 

Key Content- 
Students will be working within digital photography using DSLR cameras. They will explore different areas of photog-
raphy including portraiture, location photography, studio  photography, experimental imagery, documentary photog-
raphy and moving image.  
Students will explore a range editing techniques using software such as Photoshop. This will develop their digital de-
sign skills throughout the course to help the students realise their intentions.
Students will gain knowledge about the use of lighting, viewpoint, aperture, depth of field and shutter speed. This will 
include digital and manual techniques, as well as exploring the use of cameraless photography. 

Why Photography? 
Through photography students will significantly improve their digital skills, working with computers and software 
used in industry. This will support the students in understanding how design based programs work which will support 
in a range of careers. 
Students will develop problem solving and planning skills, this will support them in understanding how to work within 
a team and take on different roles. Students will solve practical problems throughout the course and plan elements 
within their work which will support with project management skills in the future. 
Students will be encouraged to think creatively about their ideas, makes connections with different sources, reflect 

on their work and learn from mistakes. Skills which will support any practical based career, whether that be engineer-

ing, web/ graphics design, games design, carpentry, photography, product design etc. 

Entry requirements:  Students need to be interested in the world of photog-

raphy and creative industries.  Students must be creative, skilful and enthusias-

tic.  Ideally you will be working at 3 or above in art currently. 
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Action plan – (to help you focus on making your subject choices) 

 

    Where am I now? (e.g. thinking about my options; speaking to family and teachers;  

    almost ready to choose)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Who can help me and how? (e.g. parents; mentor; subject teachers; older students)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do I need to do and when? (e.g. read my option booklet; talk to my parents and  

teachers; go to options events; complete and return my options form by 23rd March ) 

 

 

 

Checklist – Please tick when you have completed  

 

I have looked at the options booklet information                 I have asked people for advice        

 and got the information I need  

  

I know when the important options dates are                       I have made my choices  

  

I have been to the Options  Information Evening My parent/carer has signed my  

                                                                                                         Information evening options form 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Action  By what 
date  

Completed?  
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Careers advice 
 

Mrs Powell is available to talk to about studying, apprenticeships and careers. 
 

If you need any further advice about careers and post-16 options, the  
followings links provide further information 

 

 
Useful Websites for Post-16 and Careers 

 
www.careerpilot.org.uk 

 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 

 
www.nbp16c.org.uk  (Redland/Cotham North Bristol Post 

16 Centre) 

 
https://cityofbristol.ac.uk (City of Bristol College) 

 
www.sgscol.ac.uk (South Gloucester and Stroud—Filton 

College) 

 
www.stbedescc.org (St Bede’s) 

 
https://www.gov.uk/further-education-skills/

apprenticeships  (apprenticeships)  

http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/

