27" October 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

Firstly, | want to thank you all for your kind words following the recent news of my decision to
step down as Principal at the end of this calendar year. I’ve shared with many of you just how
difficult this decision has been, as Brightstowe has - and will always - hold a very special place
in my heart.

| understand that this news may have prompted some questions about who will lead the school
during the recruitment process. As our Regional Director recently outlined, recruitment for my
successor is now underway. In the meantime, I’m delighted to share that our two Vice Principals
will be stepping into the roles of Acting Co-Principals. Together with the wider team, they have
been instrumental in driving and supporting the many improvements we’ve achieved as a
school. Their dedication, care, and deep understanding of our community will ensure a smooth
and seamless transition, and | have every confidence that Brightstowe will continue to thrive
under their leadership.

This term has been filled with great energy, learning, and community spirit. From classroom
achievements and extracurricular activities to various events and trips, students have shown
enthusiasm, resilience, and kindness. Our staff have also worked hard to create engaging
lessons and a positive learning environment for all.

We are particularly proud of our new Year 7 students, who have made a wonderful start to their
journey with us, and of our older students who continue to set such a good example across the
school.

Our recent Open Evening was a great success, and we were delighted to welcome so many
prospective families to our school. The positive feedback we received truly reflects the warm,
welcoming atmosphere that our students and staff work hard to create every day.
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We are pleased to share some of the highlights from Term 1, which has been filled with
enriching and memorable experiences.

We welcomed Paul Williams who is a producer with the BBC Natural History Unit in Bristol. His wildlife stories and
footage were incredible!
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Year 8 & 9 students took part in the China Challenge. They learned all about the silk roads in a variety of ways, from
designing clothes for emperors, building a new community, calligraphy and number bingo!

Our staff took part in a fun and lively Tug of War

New School Prospectus

We are excited to share our brand-new school prospectus. You can now view or download it
from our website here
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https://www.oasisacademybrightstowe.org/admissions/prospectus

Year 11 Mock Exams

Our year 11 mock exam period runs from the 3rd - 21st November, with all students set revision
on Class Charts. Itisvital students attend all exams and are fully prepared, as the results will
be included on their college/6th Form/Apprenticeship applications next term. Please see the
letter sent to yr 11 parents/carers for more information about the mocks, including the half term
revision opportunities available.

Attendance

We hope you will continue to encourage your children to attend every day possible to the
academy. There is a clear link between students results at the end of year 11 and the number of
days they attended school. Please discuss with your child the days they enjoy and maybe the
days they might need some motivation from home. We would love every child to hit 90-100%
attendance in half term 2.

House championship

Students have been competing in the house championship in term 1 to win finals days tickets in
July! This term there has been several exciting competitions from Speed Stacking, the Spelling
B, Countdown and Just Dance. Currently Opportunity have won the most competitions (please
ask your child which ones they have joined in with). Students can score points for their house
through behaviour, competitions, and attendance, so everyday matters. Students will be
updated at Christmas about the current overall leaders.

My child at School (MCAS) and dinner balances

Please ensure funds are added to your child’s MCAS account by 10:30am for break at 11:15am,
and 12:30pm for lunch at 1:33pm

Extra-Curricular Clubs

Extra-curricular clubs will continue in Term 2, at both lunch time and after school. If your
son/daughter has not attended already please encourage them to do so as itis a great
opportunity to build leadership skills, communication skills and develop new friendships.
Remember these are free and we just ask that you arrange how your child will return home if it’s
after school. The school play “We Will Rock You” is looking brilliant and the sports teams have
had lots of success in rugby, football, and netball.

All after school clubs run from 3:15pm to 4:15pm. Students can find the rooms on our
Enrichment board or ask Miss Pilgrim for the sport extra-curricular clubs that are going on in the
PE department.
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Please find below a list of activities that will be starting from the Monday 3"°" November 2025.

Day Physical Education

Monday Monday- BTEC Intervention Session- Year 11
Rugby- Year 7 and 8
Tuesday Trampolining Club- All Years
Rugby — Year 9
\Wednesday Netball — All Years
Rowing- All Years

Thursday
Friday

Weather Expectations:

As part of the Physical Education programme at Brightstowe your son/daughter will be doing
physical activities outside until the end of the academic term. As we are now going into the
winter and colder and darker months, can | please encourage that your son/daughter has the
correct PE kits to be able to deal with the drop in temperature during their practical outside
lessons.

Kit Expectation:

At Oasis Academy Brightstowe, our kit expectation as a PE department are as followed, boys
are allowed to wear their Oasis Brightstowe Rugby long sleeve tops, with shorts, a plain black
jumper, suitable trainers and football boots (if stated below). The boys can also wear an
underlay to help contain body heat any outdoor practical lessons. Girls can wear athletic
leggings or flowing shorts (NO CYCLING shorts), their Oasis Brightstowe top and a Brightstowe
hoodie. Girls are not allowed to wear flare trousers as part of their PE uniform and will be asked
to change into suitable leggings.

Again, can you support your son/daughter in being prepared for PE, and ensuring they have their
PE ready the following day. As the first term is coming to an end, we are getting students who
are repeatedly forgetting their PE kit. This means that they are not initially prepared for lessons.
As a PE department our policy is that, if your son/daughter forgets their PE kit on 3 different
occasions they will be send to RR and we will inform you of this via a phone call or email home.
As a PE department we want to ensure that this does not continue to occur, but if you are
having any difficulties at all with purchasing PE kit, please do not hesitate to contact me
regarding this.
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Sports for the term 2: Please check with your son/daughter what classes they are in. Many

of the classes for the first 3 weeks will slightly change due to year 11 mock exams.

Year 7:
7PeA/1
7PeA/2:
7PeA/3:
7PeB/1
7PeB/2:

Year 8:
8PeA/1:
8PeA/2:
8PeA/3:
8PeB/1:
8PeB/2:
8PeB/3:

Year9:

9PeA/1:
9PeA/2:
9PeA/3
9PeB/1:
9PeB/2:
9PeB/3:

Year 10:

10PeA/1:
10PeA/2:
10PeA/3:
10PeB/1:
10PeB/2:

Year 11:

11PeA/1:
11PeA/2:
11PeA/3:
11PeB/1:
11PeB/2:
11PeA/3:

: Handball and Gymnastics

Gymnastics and Handball
HRF and Handball

: Handball and Gymnastics

Gymnastics and Handball

Handball and HRF

HRF and Football (Football Boots)
Gymnastics and Basketball
Handball and HRF

HRF and Football (Football Boots)
Gymnastics and Basketball

Badminton/ Basketball
HRF/ Dance

: Rugby (Football Boots)

Badminton/ Basketball
HRF / Dance
Rugby (Football Boots)

Badminton
HRF
Handball
Badminton
HRF

Handball and HRF
Dodgeball and Handball
Netball and Badminton
Handball and HRF
Dodgeball and Handball
Netball and Badminton
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Key dates for next term

39 November - 21 November 2025 — Year 11 Mock 1

13" November 2025 - Year 7 Parents' Evening 16:00-19:00

28™ November 2025 - SEND Parent Coffee Morning 09:00-10:30
2" December 2025 - Flu Vaccinations (all year groups)

5% December 2025 - INSET Day

11" December 2025 - Year 11 Parents' Evening 16:00-19:00

High Expectations: We believe your child deserves the very best!

Our school uniform is an important part of who we are at Brightstowe as it reflects our shared
values and sense of pride in the school. | would like to take the opportunity to remind you of our
uniform expectations. All students are required to attend school dressed in the following items:

e Black blazer with Academy badge.

e Blacktrousers or skirt (skirts must be knee length).

o Tailored shorts between May and September. Please note, this does not include jersey.
shorts, cycling shorts or sports shorts. They must be tailored.

White shirt (short or long sleeved).

Black V neck jumper (Round neck jumpers and hoodies are not permitted).

Black, flat polishable footwear.

Please note, no nail extensions will be allowed as this poses a health and safety risk.
Your child’s hair also needs to be of a natural colour, e.g. no pink, red, blue etc. If your
child chooses to wear make-up, this must be natural and barely visible.

What do we expect your child to bring to school every day to ensure they are ready to
learn?

We expect students to bring a pencil case containing:

e apencil

e aruler

e two black pens as aminimum

e their Oasis Horizons iPad, fully charged, every day.

We strongly encourage pupils to use a school bag to keep all their belongings safe and secure
travelling to and from school. Extra equipment such as a red pen for self and peer corrections,
an eraser, a calculator, highlighters etc are all desirable, but we will provide these where needed
in classes.
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During this half-term break, we hope everyone has a chance to rest, recharge, and spend time
with family and friends. School will re-open on Monday, 3rd November, and we look forward to
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the new term.

Thank you once again for your ongoing support - it truly makes a difference.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half term.

Kind Regards,

Andréaea Davies

Principal Oasis Academy Brightstowe
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